MHR Review

o | — - = \’ r’ Y MACEDONIAN HUMAN RIGHTS




3 Joint Statement by Macedonian Community Organizations to the Minister for
Foreign Affairs, Senator The Hon. Bob Carr

8 Carr Hears Republic of Macedonia Plea by Chris Paver
10 Letter to Al Jazeera World from Dr. Chris Popov
1 l Letter to Dr. Kathy Alexander from Jason Kambovski
12 Letter from Chris Thomas of the City of Melbourne to the AMHRC

15 Letter from Katherine Walsh of the Office of the Minister for Ageing to
David Vitkov

16 Letter from the Macedonian Orthodox Community of the
City of Greater Wollongong to the AMHRC

18 Macedonian Senior Citizens’ Club of Doncaster Donates to Vinozhito

20 Macedonian Support for Australia’s Successful Bid for
UN Security Council Seat

2 1 AMHRC/MHRMI Strongly Condemn Racist Slur by EU Ambassador

22 Religious Unrest in Macedonia by Tom Vangelovski

3 25 The Rise of “Golden Dawn” in Greece by Pavie Filipov Voskopoulos
/“ ‘ 27 The Troublemaker of the Balkans by George N. Papadakis

29 An Incarcerated Village by Dimitri Jovanov

30 The Dark Heritage: A Review of Keep the Candle Alight by Jim Thomev
37 A Macedonian Food Festival by Diane Kitanoski

40 The Poetry of Radovan Pavlovski by Dr. Michael Seraphinoff

42 The Partition of Macedonia and the Balkan Wars of 1912-13 — An international
scholarly conference

43 Book Review: Macedonia and Greece — Battle for the Name: Legal

Mechanisms in the United Nations for return/use of the name — Republic
of Macedonia by Janko Bachev by Dr. Vasko Nastevski

50 Images from the MHRMI Human Rights Night

5 l About MHRMI and AMHRC




Joint Statement by Macedonian Community
Organisations to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
Senator The Hon. Bob Carr

16 ¢ November o 2012




On Friday the 16™ of November, the Macedonian Orthodox Community of the City of Greater Wollongong - ‘Saint
Dimitrija Solunski’, organised a community consultation with Australia’s Foreign Minister, Senator Bob Carr. The
consulatation was held at the community’s premises in Wollongong and before a ‘full house’, Dr. Vasko Nastevski of the
AMHRC delivered the following words to Senator Carr:

Minister, we appreciate you taking the
time today to meet with representatives
from the Australian Macedonian com-
munity. We note well your statement in
July of this year when you graciously
acknowledged the valuable contribution
of the Macedonian Community in Aus-
tralia. Moreover, we are pleased to hear
of the increasingly healthy bi-lateral rela-
tionship between Australia and the Re-
public of Macedonia.

Without question, this relationship has
been given important impetus by the re-
cent visit to the Republic of Macedonia
by the Hon. Stephen Jones MP, who is
also present here today. Accordingly, I
would like to extend our deep apprecia-
tion to Stephen for his abiding interest
and commitment to the Macedonian
Community in Australia. I can assure
him that it does not go unnoticed.

No doubt, as Stephen would have identi-
fied during his visit, there is a need for
Australia to upgrade its diplomatic pres-
ence in Macedonia. People to people
contact forms a very important part of
the bilateral relationship between Aus-
tralia and Macedonia and the current
Australian Embassy covering Macedo-
nia is more than 500 km away in Bel-

grade.

Given the large bi-national community in
Macedonia we call upon the Australian
Government to upgrade the current Hon-
orary Consulate to the status of an Em-
bassy. While we appreciate opening a
new diplomatic mission can be an ex-
pensive exercise, especially in difficult
economic times, may we suggest that in
the case of a new Australian Embassy in
Skopje, the cost could be minimised or
even offset by a regional reorganisation
of Australia’s missions in South Eastern
Europe. In such a scenario, an Australian
Embassy in Skopje could cover Macedo-
nia and some of its neighbouring coun-
tries.

To the Minister for Foreign Affairs, and
in that capacity, we also note your regu-
lar statements about human rights issues
around the world. For example:

e The fact that human rights will al-
ways feature in discussions between
yourself and your Chinese counter-
part;

e How Australia will not hesitate to
raise human rights issues regarding
the two Papuan provinces with our
Indonesian neighbours;

e How Australia will contribute to
maintaining pressure in Fiji to up-
hold human rights; and

e How Australia will provide support
to address broader human rights is-
sues in Myanmar.

Minister, clearly there is a consistent
theme emanating from the Australian
Government that it is concermned about
human rights issues and that it will speak
up in favour of human rights.

The Macedonian Community in Austral-
ia has its own human rights issue, which
we would like to re-emphasise today.

As you are no doubt aware, the Macedo-
nian Community in Australia has con-
sistently opposed the Australian Govern-
ment’s approach in relation to the way in
which it engages with the Republic of
Macedonia.

The current Australian Government poli-
cy to refer to Macedonia by the internal
United Nations “provisional reference’:
“the former Yugoslav Republic of Mace-
donia”, is something that we find to be
demeaning, but also inconsistent with the
prevailing international practice.

Fundamentally, this is a human rights

iSsue.

In the course of history, there have been
specific geo-political reasons that have
led various detractors to attempt to deny
the existence and identity of the Macedo-
nian people, as a consequence giving rise
to serious existential questions. This can
and does result in great anxiety amongst
the Macedonian people world-wide.

Bearing this in mind, the Republic of
Macedonia’s right to determine its own
external forms of representation, is also a
right which presumptively forms part of
the notion of self-determination in its
cultural sense. That is, this is a human
right that transcends to the individual
level and is expressed as a right to self-
identification.

Therefore, the Republic of Macedonia
exercising its independent legal personal-
ity under an identity of its own choosing
is not just doing so in any abstract sense,
but in a direct evocation of its people.

Nobody has the right to interfere with
such an historical and naturally evolving
process that gives expression and recog-
nition to a unique group of people, and
nobody should be complicit in any at-
tempts to interfere in that process.

Minister, the Macedonian community
would like Australia to recognise the
country’s democratically chosen name
i.e. the Republic of Macedonia, as have
more than 130 countries around the
world.

There are a number of more practical
reasons why we strongly believe that
Australia must alter its current policy and
forms the basis of a letter that [ have been
asked to read out to you today on behalf
of the Macedonian Community in Aus-
tralia.

1. Minister — There is a need to update
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practice on Macedonia in light of
changed conditions

Since 1994, when Australia first con-
sidered its approach to the Republic
of Macedonia, there were only a
handful of states which recognised
the independence of the Republic of
Macedonia, even fewer which rec-
ognised its official name.

However, since then, in the follow-
ing 18 years, the Republic of Mace-
donia has entered into diplomatic
relations with about 160 states and
over 130 of these states (i.e. 80%),

the provisional reference by the UN,
then one should consult the legal
basis for the adoption of the refer-
ence, as it contradicts DFAT’s so-
called “consistency’” argument.

Namely, UNSC Resolution 817
clearly states that: “... the State
whose application is contained in
document S/25147 be admitted to
membership in the United Nations,
this State being provisionally re-
ferred to for all purposes within the
United Nations as the former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia'pending
settlement of the difference that has

o Evidence of this fact can be found in
the fact that over 130 countries (two-
thirds of UN members) recognise
the democratically chosen name of
the Republic of Macedonia in their
bilateral relationships.

e Indeed, all of Australia’s major allies
have recognised the ‘“Republic of
Macedonia” (i.e. USA, UK, Canada)
as have other powers such as Russia,
China and India. There is no reason
why Australia cannot do the same.
In fact, Australia is now in the mi-
nority and is inconsistent with inter-
national practice.

do so under its official name the
“Republic of Macedonia.”

2. Minister - Australia’s position does
not represent “UN practice”

Australia’s policy is based on the so-
called “provisional reference’” which
stems from Security Council Resolu-
tion 817. DFAT has claimed that
“Australian policy on this matter is
consistent and unchanged’ and that
it “follows UN practice”. But, if by
“consistent” with “UN practice” the
Department is referring to the use of

arisen over the name of the State”.
The key phrase here is “referred to
for all purposes within the United
Nations”.

There is nothing in UNSC Resolu-
tion 817 or indeed in any other UN
resolution or document that prevents
states from recognising the Republic
of Macedonia under its official
name. UNSC Resolution 817 does
not bind other parties or indeed
member states in their dealings with
the Republic of Macedonia.

3. Minister - There are comparative
examples of inconsistency in Austral-
ia’s position relating to so-called “UN
practice”

The case of Burma/Myanmar

o Officially, within the UN, the name
of this state is the “Republic of the
Union of Myanmar”, while until
recently Australia referred to the
country as ‘“Burma”. Why the incon-
sistency? Why did Australia not fol-
low “UN practice’ here?

e Minister, we note that earlier this




year that the Australian Government
began using the official name of
‘Myanmar’ in referring to that coun-

try.

Could Australia not take a similar
approach to the Republic of Mace-
donia?

The case of Kosovo

More than half of the countries
around the world do not recognise
the independence of Kosovo and the
issue is still pending between Bel-
grade and Pristina. Also Kosovo is
not even a member of the United
Nations.

However, Australia did not wait for
an outcome in relation to the future
status of Kosovo before recognising
it as an independent state. In fact,
Australia was only the 8" country in
the world at the time.

Why does Australia ignore “UN
practice” on Kosovo but claim to
follow it in relation to Macedonia?

4. Minister - Recognition of the Repub-
lic of Macedonia will not interfere with
the UN discussions

Australian recognition of Macedonia
has NOTHING to do with the UN
discussions between Skopje and
Athens. The UN process is an entire-
ly separate matter and Australia is
not bound by any UN terminology
Of Process.

5. Minister - Australia’s approach is
not consistent with its major allies

All of Australia’s major allies
(including the United States, Canada,
the UK and India) have recognised
the Republic of Macedonia under
that name in bilateral relations. There
is no reason why Australia could not
follow this trend.

6. Minister - Australia’s current policy
is NOT a balanced approach

We have heard in the past that Aus-
tralia’s approach to this issue is “fair”
and “neutral”. This is simply not the
case. Rather it is totally in line with
the Greek Government’s position. A
fairer and more neutral approach
would take into account all of the
relevant facts and give due consider-
ation to all points of view.

Firstly, the official name of the coun-
try, which has been democratically
chosen by the people of the country
and is enshrined in the country’s
constitution, is the Republic of Mac-
edonia. The freely chosen name is
consistent with the right to self-
determination; a fundamental aspect
of international law.

Internationally, more than 130 coun-
tries have recognised the county un-
der the name ‘Republic of Macedo-
nia’ and only a handful of other
countries, which includes Australia
and Greece, use the UN provisional
reference in bilateral relations, as
well as within the UN itself — where
it was initially intended to be used
for all internal purposes.

Australian policy does not strike a
balance between the use of the name
Republic of Macedonia and the
“provisional reference.” Australia
simply uses the “provisional refer-
ence” in bilateral and multilateral
contexts but encourages Athens and
Skopje to “resolve” the issue. This,
simply put, is in direct support of the
position of Athens and implicitly
legitimises something that is legally
and morally untenable — the attempts
of Athens to undermine the funda-
mental right of a sovereign nation to
choose its own name.

A much more balanced position
would be for Australia to recognise
the Republic of Macedonia for all
purposes (i.e. bilaterally and multilat-
erally) while encouraging Athens
and Skopje to maintain friendly dia-
logue on the basis of mutual respect
for human rights.

7. Minister - There is ample prece-
dence for making a change to policy in
bilateral relations

e For example, the majority of the 160
states which with the Republic of
Macedonia has entered into diplo-
matic relations did so from the outset
under this name.

e However, a smaller group of coun-
tries (most notably, the UK, USA
and Canada) did so under the provi-
sional reference but then modified
their policy and recognised the offi-
cial name. There is no reason why
Australia could not follow this trend
and also join the other 130 or so
states which recognise the official
name in bilateral relations.

8. Minister - Recognition would not
“inflame” community relations in
Australia

o Despite the fact that large Macedoni-
an and Greek communities reside in
the United States and Canada, when
both of these countries made the de-
cision to recognise the official name
of the Republic of Macedonia (in
2004 and 2007 respectively), it DID
NOT result in an “inflammation” of
community tensions, nor did it lead
to mass protests either in the US,
Canada or even Australia.

e In 2000 when the Victorian Govern-
ment restored the term Macedonian
to refer to the Macedonian language
after the HREOC found that the re-
naming of the language was unlaw-
ful, it DID NOT result in an
“inflammation” of community ten-
sions, nor did it lead to mass protests
in Victoria or anywhere else in Aus-
tralia.

e In 2007 the Greek Prime Minister
visited Australia, as did the Macedo-
nian Prime Minister in 2009. The
respective visits DID NOT result in
an “‘inflammation” of community
tensions, nor did it lead to mass pro-
tests by either community.
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e In the last decade the Republic of
Macedonia has opened up an Em-
bassy in Canberra and a Consulate
General in Melbourne. Both diplo-
matic offices OPERATE NOR-
MALLY and the Macedonian diplo-
matic presence (as well as the Greek
Embassy and its various Consulates)
has not resulted in an
“inflammation” of community ten-
sions, nor have they led to any mass
protests either in the US, Canada or
Australia.

9. Minister - Macedonia has actively
demonstrated support for Australian
national interests

e As you yourself have previously
noted, Australia and Macedonia are
allies in the international missions in
Iraq and Afghanistan respectively.

e Recently, Macedonia was among the
140 states which supported and vot-
ed for Australia in the ballot for a
place on the UN Security Council. It
should be noted that Macedonia vot-
ed for Australia at the expense of at
least one of the European candidates;
despite its strategic goal to join the
EU at some point in the near future.

e Macedonian state support for the
Australian UNSC bid is in contrast
to other countries in South East Eu-
rope which did not support Austral-
ia's candidacy; opting instead to back
fellow EU member-states. For ex-
ample, Greece did not vote for Aus-
tralia in the UN ballot.

Minister, given all of the above infor-
mation, we now strongly urge the Aus-
tralian Government to commit to a re-
view of the nomenclature it uses in rela-

tion to the Republic of Macedonia with a
view to affording the country the digni-
fied recognition it deserves, i.e. under its
official and democratically chosen name.

Prepared by the executive members of Australi-
an-Macedonian Human Rights Committee Inc.
(AMHRC) with the approval of the following
Macedonian community organisations:

o Macedonian Orthodox Community of the
City of Greater Wollongong ‘Saint Dimitri-
ja Solunski’ Inc.

o Macedonian Community of WA (Inc.)

e Macedonian Community of Adelaide and
South Australia Inc.

e Macedonian Orthodox Community of
Australia Ltd

e Macedonian Orthodox Community of
Melbourne and Victoria Ltd

o The Association of Macedonian Commu-
nities in Australia Inc.
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ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP: O §$500~AdvocatesClub O $120~Adult O $60 - Student/Pensioner
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Carr
Hears Republic
of Macedonia
Plea

By Chris Paver
16 ¢ November ¢ 2012

The Hon. Bob Carr

Foreign Affairs Minister Bob Carr heard the case for Australia
to officially recognise Macedonia under its constitutional name
the Republic of Macedonia during a visit to Wollongong yes-
terday.

Senator Carr received a warm and familiar welcome at the
Macedonian Orthodox Community of Wollongong St Dimitri-
ja Solunski Church in Stewart Street yesterday morming,

Senator Carr was quickly surrounded by people on his arrival,
including many who remembered his first visit to the city as
the NSW Opposition Laeader in 1991.

After a brief church tour, the group moved into the function
centre, where Dr Vasko Nastevski from the Australian Mace-
donian Human Rights Committee in Victoria made an impas-
sioned speech on behalf of Macedonian community organisa-
tions calling on the government to recognise the Republic of
Macedonia.

At present, Australia refers to the country as "the former Yugo-
slav Republic of Macedonia" in accordance with the terminol-
ogy used by the United Nations.

However, Dr Nastevski argued this was demeaning” and
thconsistent with the prevailing international practice!

Since 1994, when Australia first considered its approach to the
Republic of Macedonia, there were only a handful of states
which recognised the independence of [the country], even few-
er which recognised its official name, he said.

However, since then, in the following 18 years, the Republic of
Macedonia has entered into diplomatic relations with about
160 states and over 130 of these states ... do so under its official

name, the Republic of Macedonia."

He said the UN reference did not bind other parties, noting that
nations including the US and the UK referred to the Republic
of Macedonia in bilateral relations.

There is no reason why Australia cannot do the same, 'he said,
to applause from about 200 people at the event.

He also said Australia's approach was "totally in line with the
Greek government's position", adding that recognition would
not "inflame" community relations in Australia because it had
not done so overseas.

In addition, he argued that Macedonia had supported Austral-
1a's successful bid for a place on the UN Security Council.

Senator Carr said the presentation was powerful and persua-
sive!”

We hear you, we understand the arguments, and we'll get
there, 'he said.

[The arguments] are under active consideration and we hope
we can clear up this whole nomenclature challenge before
long.”

Senator Carr, Throsby MP Stephen Jones and Cunningham
MP Sharon Bird also met Wollongong City councillors and
others, including students from Dapto and Warrawong high
schools, at a roundtable discussion in Wollongong yesterday.

Source - illawarramercury.com.au:
http://www.illawarramercury.com.au/story/1126992/carr-
hears-republic-of-macedonia-plea/?cs=307
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"HHKOJ HEMA NMPABO
AA NPETOBAPA 3A

MOETO UME!" g

Hemojre pa 6upaere uzmamenu o TepMMHNTE ‘MefyHapogso, Gunarepanso,
ycrasHo'
- AKD C8 NPOMEHN EHAL, AYPH # GUNATEPANHO, Hacexane ke Ouae npomeHeTo
- llanu caxare fa Guaeme Kapekysann ‘Cesepromaredonuu, ‘Cronjanyu, ‘Bapdapyu’
nne camo Maxedonyu?
HIME M YeCTHTAME 102 MaKeAOHCKATA BAAAA 33 CTaBOT “Hue nema da 20 npomenume Nawemo usme’;
MelYT0a 0 CAMMOY GaKT lexa NPerogapame, My KaxyBaMe Ha CRETOT fexa
“Hue Ke 20 npomenume Hawemo ume”
Senajure KoK LTo ja npranane MaKeLokua 8e0aT Jexa "aKo ce noamuzse BUNAMEPanto pelenue, mue
mozaw moa pewrenue ke 20 npugamam u Ke 20 Kopuanam Hoeomo do2oeopeno ume 3a Maxedonuja”
BiA0 K0Ja NPOMENA HA HALWETO UME & HENPUPATIME], BAYHYEAJEK ¥ DAPEINALN Kako Jlemoxpamena,
Bapdapoxa’ wnm Cesepria’ npeg weto Penybnurs Moxedosuja’ Ha npumep o efjHa TaKsa npomesa
Hie 6u Gune ocnosyBaHn Hacexape kaxo ‘Cesepia Maxedonuja’w ‘(esepromaredonyu’ Kom
s6opysaar ‘Cesepromaxedoncnu’ jasnx.

HWE NOBEAYBAME. BEKE 127 3EMJU JA NPH3HAA MAKEOHWJA NOA HMETO
PENYBAMKA MAKELOHWIA, BKNYYYBAJRM U 4 Of1 5-ve NOCTOJAHW 3EMIU
YNEHKK HA COBETOT 3A BE3BEAAHOCT HA OBE[AWHETUTE HALWK.

HUE MMAME CHUIA BA CTABWME KPAJ HA CETO OBA.

AA NPECTAREME JA NPETOBAPAME 3A HALUETO CONCTBEHO HME.

Mpen 1988 rop., lpumja reppewe gexa Makegonnja #e nocrou. Toraw ja npeumeHysa
‘Cesepna Mpunja’ so ‘Maxeponnja’ Cera opepsaw Maxegonuja e rpuxa?

Bo 1995 rog., nopasewnnoT rpyKK npemuep MuioTakue NpUsHa ieKa NpHIWHaTa nopaau
xoja lpumja ce cnpoTHBCTABYEA HA HALIETO MME € 33 13 MOXKE /A F'0 Herupa NoCToebeTo
Ha GpojHOTO MAKeOHCKO MANUNKCTEO W 13 NPOAOMKK Aa ro nporoNysa. (ure

3Haeme fiexa npobnemor Ha lpumja @ MaKeAOHCKMOT HACHTHTET W ja3HK.

- MaxegoHuuTe Ha Bankanor ce HOpaT 32 CBONTE YOBEK08M NPAsa KaKo
Maxegosus u HisuTo gpyro

3ANOMMETE, IATA E QEKA BHN0 KAKOB KOMIPOMMC KE JOHECE
PELEHHE HA POBJTEMMTE CO TPYHJA. TOJ CAMO KE TH 3ACH/TH
MO3HUHWNTE HATPUMIA BO HEISHHATA KPAJHA UEN - BA TH
H35PHIE MAKEQORYMNTE O HCTOPHIATA, CETALUHOCTA H HAHHHATA.

Hue cme Maxeponun! flanu cakare fja Bneseme Bo ucropujara 3npaeuor pasym nopavyea: [lanu Hexoja apyra zemja 6m
KaKo nyfe KoM ro npoMeHunja Hawero ume? nperoBapana 3a ¢80eY0 CONCTBEHO ume?
5 Jlanu 61 Tpedano amepukanckaTa cojy3ua apkasa [pyauja (a anenucku Yopyua)
Koj um naea npaso na EY u HATO na 6apaar ga ro npomennme 13 nobapa o Peny6nuka fpy2nja fa o4 ro NPOMEHN HMETO?
?
HALUNOT NAeHTHTET! : - Jlann bu Tpebano benruckara npoausywja Nykcembypr na nobapa gpxasara
- EY 1 HATO rit npexpusygaar cBoMTe CONCTEEHW NPHHUMNK W HaYena co Toa wro Gapaar NykcemBypr Aa o1 1o NpoMeHy wwero?
HUE /43 TH T0 NPOMEHIME HMETD,
- [la HE (2 NpeAasame Ha 3aNNallyBatbata oA CTpana Ha IpuKja W meauymoTe HAJOCHOBHOTO YOBEKOBO NPABOE
npeaynpeaygaa Aexa Makegonuja ke ‘nponanne’ be3 enel ua 3emjata 8o £Y u HATO NMPABOTO HA CA MOMAE HTUOWN KAuMJA
- 2“‘*""’ Ja ceraiuitara exowomcra xpu3a 8o fpuuja i MAKEZLOHCKMOT HAPOJ MOPA 1A M KAXKE HA BIAZIATA 1A NIPECTANE A NPEIOBAPA 3A
N SR LN DR S S M SC T Ot o S HALIETO MME. A IOBAPAME KPAJ HA CPAMHATA PEOEPEHLIA ‘ONPOM: 1A NOBAPAME

PenyGnuxa Maxedonuja da cu 20 npomenu UMemo
BEIHALL MEFYHAPOQIHO NPU3HABAE NOQ UMETO PENYSNHKA MAKELOHMIA.

EY W HATO ce 3anomumuum Ha lpumja

- [punja naxele 3a eKOHOMCKETA COCTOj6a BO (BOJATa 32Ma W CEra OLTAHATHTE IEMJI UNEHKM M M ﬂ q n
Ha EY (8 npUHYAEHM 42 ¥ NOMAraar 3a A3 Cé CNPABM €0 Kpu3aTa

MARE SN DAAMEEIINE 1A MEEORMNITARA
www.mhemiorg

EY ne cmee pa possonm xcenopobuunara nonutuka va fpumja pgaru

BP3M palere Ha Hej3uHuTe 3emjn uneHkw. lMpusnajme ja Maxkedonuja!
Axo EY w HATO nacTojysaar Aa ce NPOMEHH MMETO, KAKBM /W ADYIW OTCTanXu Ke nobapaar Tue ]

# lpumja nogoyna? ARCTANACKO- MAKEAOHCKMOT KOMHIET $4 SOREKGEM ITABA
- (0 NPOROMKYBAILE HA NPErOBOPHTE HKE NPIKAME jaCHa NOPAKa AEKa KE rO NPOMEHNME HMETD R T
- Mopame da npecmanese da npe208apame 3a Nalemo conamaeno ume! W APYTH MAKEAOHCKH OPTaHKIALIN - Www.mhrmi org/our_name sedon

HALIETO MME E MAKEAOHHJA



Do A7 Yeggeonns Toonld

On your website (http:/www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2012/10/2012102510913860159.html )
you have provided a description of the programme entitled “Macedonia: A River Divides” which has been airing on
Al Jazeera World.

The programme description contains descriptions of Macedonian ethnicity and the Macedonian language which
Macedonians rightfully find offensive and highly discriminatory; namely, “‘Slavic-speaking majority”. Please note
that the Macedonian majority in the Republic of Macedonia has a concrete and historically-based identity which is
precisely that-Macedonian. The Macedonian majority in the country identifies itself- and its language-as only Mace-
donian as can be attested to by checking the results of numerous census counts and does not self-describe as “Slav’”
or “Slavic-speaking”. Similarly, the language spoken by Macedonians is Macedonian and nothing else. The lan-
guage 1s recognised as Macedonian world-wide and its description as “Slavic” is to completely ignore and deny its
status as a distinct language with its own specific grammar, vocabulary and history.

In only one place in the programme description do you use the term ethnic Macedonian, whereas your reporter ap-
pears to have no qualms about describing Albanians using their term of self-ascription and self-identification *“ Alba-

9 ¢

nian”, as in “ethnic Albanian minority”, “of Albanian origin” and “Albanian youths”

I therefore request that you remove the offensive term “‘Slavic-speaking” from your programme description and re-
place it with Macedonian. Descriptors such as “Slav’” and “Slavic-speaking” should also be removed from the pro-
gramme itself, or if that cannot be done, an apology provided to the thousands of Macedonian viewers you have of-
fended.

Yours sincerely
Dr Chris Popov

Executive Member
Australian-Macedonian Human Rights Committee Inc.
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http://www.aljazeera.com/programmes/aljazeeraworld/2012/10/2012102510913860159.html

Dear Dn.

Alexanden

Re: False information on the website of the City of Melbourne

23 e October ¢ 2012

I refer to the following information on the website of the
City of Melbourne:

“Melbourne is said to have the third largest Greek-
speaking population in the world after Athens and Thes-
salonifki, Melbourne’s Greek sister city.”

http:// www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/
History/Pages/multiculturalhistory.aspx#ereeks

“Hosting the third largest Greek-speaking population of
any city in the world, it is appropriate that Melbourne
should have a strong and vibrant sister city relationship
with a suitable Greek partner.”

http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/
MelbourneProfile/SisterCities/Pages/Thessaloniki.aspx

“Athens might be a world away but Melbourne is home to
the largest Greek population outside Europe.”

http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/
PrecinctsandSuburbs/Pages/Culturalprecincts.aspx#ereck

An actual examination of the facts clearly demonstrates
that the claim of Melbourne being the “third largest Greek
-speaking population in the world” is plain wrong. In fact,
it is factually incorrect.

According to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, at the
2011 Census there were 116,802 persons in the ENTIRE
STATE OF VICTORIA claiming to speak Greek, in
addition to the English language:
http://www.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/
getproduct/census/201 1/quickstat/2

Moreover, according to the official Hellenic Statistical
Authority, in as of 2011 there were five cities in Greece
itself with a larger “Greek’” population than Melbourne,
assuming that all those counted considered themselves to
be able to speak Greek. They were: Athens: 3,074,160;
Salonika: 790,824; Patras: 214,580; Heraklion: 173,450
and Larissa: 163,380. See: http://www.tovima.gr/
files/1/2011/07/22/apograth22 .pdf.

Furthermore, outside of Greece, there are at least three
cities with larger Greek-speaking populations than Mel-
bourne. The population of the Greek-Cypriot controlled
part of the Cypriot capital Nicosia/Lefkosia was 206,201
in 2001. In 2001, Limassol, the second city in Cyprus, had
a population of 161,200 (See: http://www.cyprus.gov.cy/
portal/portal.nst/
AlI/817E9279C04E4480C2257023002B858C?
OpenDocument.)

Also, according to the US Census Bureau, as of 2011,
New York had a Greek population of 155,425 (See: hitp:/
factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jst/pages/
productview.xhtml?

pid=ACS 11 TYR S0201&prodType=table).

Therefore, on the basis of the above official government
statistics, it appears that Melbourne, far from being the
“third largest Greek city in the world”; it is in fact the
NINTH largest in the world and the FOURTH largest

outside of Greece.

In light of the above facts, we kindly request that you
remove claims of Melbourne being the “third largest”
Greek-speaking city in the world and the “largest” outside
of Greece and Europe the from the website of City of
Melbourne and from any future publications issued by the
City of Melbourne.

I'look forward to receiving a response from you in relation
to this matter.

Yours sincerely,

Jason Kambovski

Executive Member
Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee Inc.



http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/History/Pages/multiculturalhistory.aspx#greeks
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/History/Pages/multiculturalhistory.aspx#greeks
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/MelbourneProfile/SisterCities/Pages/Thessaloniki.aspx
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/MelbourneProfile/SisterCities/Pages/Thessaloniki.aspx
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/PrecinctsandSuburbs/Pages/Culturalprecincts.aspx#greek
http://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/AboutMelbourne/PrecinctsandSuburbs/Pages/Culturalprecincts.aspx#greek
http://www.censusdata.abs.gov.au/census_services/getproduct/census/2011/quickstat/2
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http://www.cyprus.gov.cy/portal/portal.nsf/All/817E9279C04E4480C2257023002B858C?OpenDocument.
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http://www.cyprus.gov.cy/portal/portal.nsf/All/817E9279C04E4480C2257023002B858C?OpenDocument.
http://www.cyprus.gov.cy/portal/portal.nsf/All/817E9279C04E4480C2257023002B858C?OpenDocument.
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_1YR_S0201&prodType=table
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_1YR_S0201&prodType=table
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_1YR_S0201&prodType=table
http://factfinder2.census.gov/faces/tableservices/jsf/pages/productview.xhtml?pid=ACS_11_1YR_S0201&prodType=table

1 November 2012
CITY OF nmm
GPO Box 1603
. Msiboume: VIC 3001
Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee Telephone (03) 9658 9658
Unit 108 Levsl 1 ' Facsimile (03) 96854 4884
55 Flamington Rd DX210487
NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051
ABN 55 370 210 287
‘Dear Mr Kamiboveki, . W T T

Faise Information on City of Melbourne Website

Thank you for your latter received on 23 QOctober regarding the Greek statistics
information found on the City of Melboume website, Your réquest has triggered some
further investigation by our research department.

After considerable investigation your claim has proven to be substantially correct and
we have altered the expressions from:

“‘third largest Greek Speaking population in the world”, “the third iargest Greek
speaking population of any city in the world” and ‘the largest Greek population
outside Europe” to

“The largest Greek speaking population outside of Europs”, based on the following
facts:

Melboume (ABS, Census data by Capital Cities (Statistical Division) Basic
community Profile and Time series)

1986 2001 2006 2011
Speak Greek at home 120,127 | 118,384 | 113,845 | 114,211
| Greek ancestry 151,785 154,253
New York

2010
Speak Greek at home 74,581
Greek ancestry 159,763

Continued on next page...
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Although we don't have as many people of Greek ancestry as in New York, much
higher proportion of that population actually speaks Greek language at iome. We:
sincerely apologise of any Inconvenience caused.

The City of Melboume is committed to continually improving the way we do business
and as such, we appreciate you taking the time to contact us to express your
concems, '

Chris Thomas
Acting-Manager Customer Relations

Talephone: 9658 D856
Fascmifie; 9650 2003

E-mail; iG.0
Websita: m melboumg vic,m gg

Customer refsrence. 2063741
CoM reference: 7524865

www.symposiumcafe.com

......

REDEFINING THE CAFE EXPERIENCE




Dear The Houn. David Daves, MLE

Re: Use of the term “Macedonian (EAinvika)” for the Macedonian language by the Victorian

6 o September o 2012

We refer to the Tourism, Leisure & Recreation Seniors
Card Directory 2012-2014, issued by the Victorian Gov-
ernment.

The Interpreting Services information on page 5 incorrect-
ly refers to the Macedonian language as “Macedonian
(EZ2ypvina)”. The word in parenthesis is written in the
Greek language and means “Greek”. Therefore the mean-
ing of the term “Macedonian (E/Anvika)” in the publica-
tion 1s “Macedonian (Greek).”

Minister, as you may well appreciate, the Macedonian-
speakers in Victoria and beyond find the term
“Macedonian (Greek)” to be maccurate and highly offen-
sive.

Moreover, we would like to bring your attention to the
fact that a previous decision by the Victorian government
n 1994 to rename the Macedonian language “‘Slav Mace-
donian” was declared unlawful by the Human Rights and
Equal Opportunity Commission (HREOC). On 8 Sep-
tember 2000, Hearing Commissioner Alexander W Street
SC made the following determination:

1 declare that the respondent has engaged in
conduct rendered unlawful by section 9(1) of
the Act by the act of issuing the directive in
terms of the memorandum dated 21 July
1994 which involved a distinction based on
ethnic origin in re-naming the language
Macedonian and had the effect of impairing
the recognition on an equal footing of a hu-
man right in the cultural life of users of the
Macedonian language and I declare that the
respondent should not continue such unlaw-
ful conduct.

The full decision can be viewed here:

http://www.macedonianhr.org.au/wip/images/stories/pdf/
hreoc.pdf

Commissioner Street’s final decision in HREOC was tak-
en after the High Court had refused to grant the Victorian

Government leave to appeal against the full Federal
Court's decision to remit the case for consideration by the
HREOC in accordance with the law as established by the
Federal Court. Subsequently, the Victorian government
readopted the correct term, Macedonian, to refer to the
Macedonian language.

We therefore demand that the Victorian Government
promptly corrects and reissues the publication and refers
to the Macedonian language as Macedonian
(Maxeooncku) i.e. Macedonian, followed by the word
,Maxkenoncku (this is how to write the word Macedoni-
an in the Macedonian language). In practical terms, this
would mean updating the document online AND re-
sending the hard copy or issuing a correction to the docu-
ment to all those who were sent the original publication by
post.

We would also appreciate an apology from Victorian gov-
emment in relation to the publication of the offensive term
in reference to the Macedonian language.

Finally, could you please provide us with an explanation
as to why the Macedonian language was listed as
“Macedonian (EMnvika)” ie. “Macedonian (Greek)?
Who was responsible for renaming Macedonian mnto
“Macedonian (EAnvira)” 1.e. “Macedonian (Greek) and
will action be taken against that person/persons? What
steps will be taken to prevent this from happening in the
future?

We look forward to a swift resolution to this matter.
Yours sincerely,

David Vitkov
Executive Member
CC: The Hon Ted Baillieu, Premier of Victoria
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$0 Lonsdale Street
Melbourne

Victoria 3000

GPO Box 4541

Melbourne

Victaria 3001

Telephone: (03) 9096 8561
Facsimile: (03) 9096 3373
www.heaith. vic.gov.au
DX 210311

@2859617

David Vitkov

Executive Member

Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee INC
Suite 106, Level 1, 55 Flemington Road

NORTH MELBOURNE VIC 3051

Dear Mr Vitkov

Thank you for your letter of 6 September 2012 to the Hon David Davis MP regarding the
Senlors Card Tourisim, LeiSUTe and Recreatioh Diréctory 2012-2014. :

The Seniors Card Tourism, Leisure and Recreation Directory contains two errors on the
Interpreting Services page. The translations next to the Macedonian and Serbian headings are
incorrect. These errors were made by the interpreting company All Graduates during the
typesetting process. All Graduates has acknowledged the error and apologised for its mistake.

The Senlors Card program also apologises for the mistake and regrets any inconvenience
caused. The errors have been corrected online and an updated version of the publication is
available at www.seniorsonline,vic.gov.au.

You may be interested to know that the program has been contacted by a number of
Macedonian speaking Senlors Card holders in relation to the error. In each case an apology
was given, an explanation of the error occurring at the interpreting agency was provided, and
an offer to send an amended page was made. I understand that all those who made a
complaint have been reasonably satisfied with the program’s response. The program will
continue to provide amended versions of the incorrect pages in the directory to all those who
request them.

Once again, 1 extend an apology from the Seniors Card program to your committee. If you

have any further queries regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact
Mr Steve Clancy, Senior Program Manager, telephone 9096 1039,

Yours sincerely

cohoriclbl

Katherine Walsh
Advisor

L8 /o laosg




CA AMAMTR I CORVILIM

H-14 Stewart Street
Wollongong. N.SW
AUSTRALIA. 2500

MACEDONIAN ORTHODOX COMMUNITY
OF THE CITY OF GREATER WOLLONGONG
"ST. DIMITRIJA SOLUNSKI"

kA TIPABOCI4 p

0\\ YAMHTPHJA Cg, “,7,’///,94 .
TN ‘7

| b LE Telephone: (02) 1228 6672
~ Fax: (02) 1226 5051
ACN. 0 569 406

Dear “Fniends ar the 4 ARE

16 ¢ November o 2012

We the Management Committee of the Macedonian Ortho-
dox Community of the City of Greater Wollongong "Saint
Dimitrija Soulunski” as well as our cultural and educational
branches and our parish priest wish to take this opportunity
to express our gratitude to all the executives from the AM-
HRC that were involved in preparing the joint statement for
the Minister for Foreign Affairs the Hon. Senator Bob Catr.

We also wish to take this opportunity to thank our new
friend Dr. Vasko Nastevski for the powerful joint statement
he delivered on behalf of all the Macedonian Organizations
in Australia. His composure and delivery were hypnotizing
as he had everyone there listening and waiting for his every
word, followed by a huge applause on numerous occasions.

And just after Vasko finished the joint statement, we quote
part of the speech from our Minister for Foreign Affairs the
Hon Senator Bob Carr. “Can I thank Vasko for that
powerful and persuasive presentation. I and my Parlia-
mentary colleagues heard the case put, but we have nev-
er heard it better and stronger in respect of today. We
hear you, we understand the arguments and we will get
there.”

We also wish to thank Chris Angelkov, for introducing us
to George Vlahov, David Vitkov, Jason Kambovski and
now Vasko, from the AMHRC. We are very proud to be
members of the Australian Macedonian Human Rights
Committee and to be associated with such a competent and
professional group of young Macedonian leaders.

Dear friends at the AMHRC on behalf of our Community
Organization we also made a very short and moral plea to
the Minister for Foreign Affairs the Hon Senator Bob Carr.

“We the Management Committee from the Macedoni-
an Orthodox Community of Wollongong ''Saint Dimi-
trija Soulunski' wish to thank the Minister for Foreign
Affairs the Hon Senator Bob Carr for taking the time to
meet and hear the concerns of the Macedonian Com-
munity in the Illawarra region. We the Macedonian
Community of Wollongong have always been loyal to
Australia. We believe that Senator Carr is a man of
principal and we plead with him for fairness and justice
and after 22 years we believe that it's time for Senator
Carr to take whatever action is required for the Repub-
lic of Macedonia to be recognized under its constitution-
al name, by the current Australian Government.”

Once again we wish to thank all those that were involved
and attended this historical event, on behalf of the Macedo-
nian Orthodox Community of the City of Greater Wollon-
gong "Saint Dimitrija Solunski"

United for all Macedonians.

Fote Lozenkovski
President

Boris Vrtkovski
Secretary

Dave Tanchevski
Treasurer

Ljupco Stefanovski
President Overseeing Committee
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DISTRIBUTION

An ideal way for businesses to financially support the human rights of
Macedonians throughout the world is by becoming an advertiser in the MHR
Review, the Joint official publication of the Australian Macedonian Human
Rights Committee (AMHRC) and Macedonian Human Rights Movement
International (MHRMI).

When you advertise your business, preducts and services in the MHR Review, you
make a difference every day by providing the necessary resources to help
proud Macedonians meet their ongoing challenges,

The MHR Review is a full-colour A4 size quarterly publication containing a
mix of news, interviews and feature articles from local and international
correspondents. Distributed in both print format and electronically via
email, the AMHRC and MHRM| websites, various internet forums and social
media networks, the combined distribution/readership of the MHR Review
has grown to well over 8,000 within Australia, Canada and internationally.

Advertising in the MHR Review is a great way to promote your business,
products and services to the international Macedonian community and also
play a significant role in defending the human rights of all Macedonians.
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Macedonian Senior Citizens’ Club of Doncaster Donates to Vinozhito

On 13 September 2012, Dr. Chris Popov from the Australian-
Macedonian Human Rights Committee attended the weekly
gathering of the Macedonian Senior Citizens’ Club of Doncas-
ter. The purpose of his visit was to officially receive on behalf
of the AMHRC the $1,500 dollars that the Club has donated to
Vinozhito, a political party of the Macedonians in Greece.

Dr. Popov was very graciously received by the club members
and delivered a short address in which he thanked them for their
donation and the patriotic spirit which had motivated it and also
outlined the current activities and initiatives being undertaken
by the AMHRC in defence of Macedonian human rights in

Macedonia, Australia and elsewhere. The President of the Mac-
edonian Senior Citizens’ Club of Doncaster, Mr. Ilo Palev, also
addressed those present and urged them to continue their sup-
port for the AMHRC and Vinozhito. The cheque for the
amount of $1500 was officially handed over by the club’s
Treasurer, Mr. Boris Karadaov.

The AMHRC wishes to express its gratitude to the Macedonian
Senior Citizens” Club of Doncaster for its generous donation
and long-standing support for the work of the AMHRC and
sincerely hopes that the cooperation between our two organiza-
tions will continue to grow and develop in the coming years.

Triple "A" Cheese

www.TRIPLEACHEESE.coMm




MHRMI and AMHRC call on
Macedonians throughout the world
to show their support for human
rights for Macedonians throughout
the Balkans.

MHRMI and AMHRC finance and
organize all Macedonian human
rights activities and work directly
with every Macedonian human
rights organization includ-
ing Vinozhito, OMO Ilinden PI-
RIN, MAEI, Nova Zora, Narodna
Volja, Ilinden Tirana, the Home of
Macedonian Culture, and all others.

By supporting us, you are directly
supporting the cause of human
rights for all Macedonians.

Among our many initiatives are:

e Macedonian language classes in
Aegean Macedonia and Alba-
nia, including the opening of
another new kindergarten class
in Korca, Albania;

e In addition to the MHRMI/
AMHRC-purchased and fi-
nanced radio station in Lerin,
we recently opened a TV sta-
tion in Korca;

o The historic Detsa Begaltsi law-
suit against Greece for the re-
turn of confiscated property,
citizenship and financial com-
pensation;

e The funding of pro-Macedonian
newspapers and publications in
Aegean Macedonia, Pirin Mac-
edonia and Mala Prespa;

e The landmark European Court
of Human Rights judgments
against Bulgaria and Greece for
violating Macedonian human
rights;

e The operation of human rights
offices for Macedonians in Bul-

garia, Greece and Albania;

e The crucial Our Name is Mace-
donia campaign, which de-
mands that Macedonia end all
negotiations over its name; and

e Funding successful election
campaigns for Macedonian can-
didates in Bulgaria, Greece and
Albania.

We also lobby strongly for recogni-
tion of Macedonia and Macedonian
human rights in Washington, Otta-
wa, Canberra, Brussels and
throughout the world, specifically:

e Meetings with Canadian, Amer-
ican, Australian and European
heads of state and parliamentar-
1ans;

e Meetings with Foreign Affairs
officials from Canada, Austral-
ia, the US State Department,
Council of Europe, among
many others;

o Attendance at United Nations,
OSCE and other international
human rights conferences and

e Meetings with UN Ambassador
Nimetz to reiterate our demand
that the international communi-
ty support the end to the "name
negotiations".

Macedonians are organized, ener-
gized and determined to pursue
their struggle for universal human
rights. The biggest challenge we
face is a financial one. Please show
your support by  joining
the MHRMI Human Rights
Fund or the AMHRC's Macedonian
Minorities Support Fund.

Thank you in advance.

Show

Your
Support
For
Macedonian

Human
Rights




Y

Macedonian Support for
Australia’s Successtul Bid
for UN Security Council

Seat

Melbourne and New York City

19 @ October ® 2012

Yesterday, Australia was elected as a non
-permanent member of the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC) for a peri-
od of two years beginning on 1 January
2013. Luxembourg was also elected, out-
polling fellow EU member-state, Finland.

The Australian Macedonian Human
Rights Committee (AMHRC) was
pleased that the Republic of Macedonia
voted for Australia in the ballot of all UN
member states. Macedonia’s support for
Australia represents a clear expression of
the will to strengthen and deepen the bi-
lateral relationship.

Macedonian support for the Australian
UNSC bid is in contrast to some coun-
tries in South East Europe which did not

support Australia’s candidacy; opting
instead to back fellow European member
-states.

The AMHRC now calls upon the Aus-
tralian government to reciprocate by sup-
porting the Republic of Macedonia’s bid
for a seat on the United Nations’ Human
Rights Council in the period 2014-2016.

Moreover and without further delay,
Australia should recognise and utilise the
Republic of Macedonia’s democratically
chosen name, as have more than 130
countries around the world. This repre-
sents more than two-thirds of all UN
members, most of whom voted for Aus-
tralia in the Security Council vote.

LR

Established in 1984, the Australian
Macedonian Human Rights Commit-
tee (AMHRC) is a non-governmental
organisation that informs and advocates
before international institutions, govern-
ments and broader communities about
combating racism and promoting human
rights. Our aspiration is to ensure that
Macedonian communities and other ex-
cluded groups throughout the world, are
recognised, respected and afforded equi-
table treatment. For more mnformation
please visit www.macedonianhr.org.au,
email info@macedonianhr.org.au or via
161 3 9329 8960.

® [Nan recr

Ap. Cysana KorTeBcka

CNEWWMJIAITMCT NMHEKONOI - AKYLUEP

BU I HYOm CNEOAHUTE
YCNYrm v COBETM

® Boperbe Ha GpemMmeHoCT,
npernean n nopoagysatrse

® [(nHekKonoOwKy onepauumn

® [(MHeKONOWKW Nperneam n
coBeTun 3a D0ONHU MeHcTpyauum

® JlekyBarbe Ha cTepunurTeT

® Knumakrepmyum Terodbm
® CoBeTun 3a KOHTpauenumja
@® [MNpobnemun co Bewmkara

SAOOJMDKMNMTENEH E
VINAT OO0 BALLIMOT
OANMMITNJAPEH OOKTOP

Tel: 9419 8333

Opawiauvia: ST VINCENT’S PRIVATE HOSPITAL
Suite 1, 77 Victoria Parade, Fitzroy 3065

Fax: 9415 9998

emalil: stelaocobs@bigpond.com



http://macedonianhr.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=737c5bfd7845d70c57aced6a3&id=5191c927b0&e=47cc420b52
mailto:info@macedonianhr.org.au
callto:+61%203%209329%208960

AMHRC/MHRMI Strongly Condemn
Racist Slur by EU Ambassador

Melbourne and Toronto
20 o November ® 2012

The Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee
(AMHRC) and Macedonian Human Rights Movement Inter-
national (MHRMI) strongly condemn the racist slur by the
Head of the EU Delegation to the Republic of Macedonia,
Mr Aivo Orav. In comments made last week to the European
Parliament’s Committee on Foreign Affairs, Mr Orav re-
ferred to Macedonians as “Slav Macedonians.”

The term “Slav Macedonian” is not a term of self-
identification and therefore is totally rejected by Macedoni-
ans in the Republic of Macedonia and beyond. As well as
being offensive and insulting, such terminology has been
used in the past as a term of abuse by various states where
Macedonians have and continue to reside.

AMHRC/MHRMI would also like to remind Mr Orav that
the use of “Slav Macedonian” is fundamentally incompatible
with the basic principles of the European Union. For exam-
ple, Article 2 of the Treaty on the European Union begins by
declaring that: “The Union is founded on the values of re-
spect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the
rule of law and respect for human rights...”, while Article
22 of the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European
Union stipulates that: “The Union shall respect cultural, re-
ligious and linguistic diversity.”

Mr Orav has responded to the public outrage in Macedonia
over his offensive comments by claiming that: “/ used lan-
guage understandable to those present at the meeting...nor
did I have an intention to offend anyone.”

AMHRC/MHRMI finds it hard to believe that Mr Orav was
not aware that his reference to “Slav Macedonians” would
cause offense. Moreover, if it was not his “intention” to
cause offence, then what exactly was his intention? Was it to

deny Macedonians the right to self-identification? Was it his
intention to violate the EU’s Charter of Fundamental Rights?
Or was it his desire simply to appease and use “language
understandable” to certain members of the Committee be-
fore which he was appearing?

Given that Mr Orav has refused to publically apologise for
his use of the offensive “Slav Macedonian” remark, it is now
incumbent upon the EU’s High Representative for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy, Catherine Ashton, to instruct
him to do so. Moreover, Mr Orav ought to publicly re-
commit himself to the basic principles of the EU, including
respect for the right to self-identification. In future he should
simply refer to ethnic Macedonians as Macedonians.

Failing a public apology from Mr Orav, Ms Ashton has a
moral obligation to remove him from the post.

AMHRC/MHRMI has formally written to Mr Orav and Ms
Ashton in relation to this matter and we encourage all Mace-
donians to do the same:

Mr Avio Orav
EU Head of Delegation to the Republic of Macedonia
delegation-fyrmacedonia(@eeas.europa.eu

Baroness Catherine Ashton

High Representative of the European Union for Foreign Af-
fairs and Security Policy
COMM-SPP-HRVP-ASHTON@ec.europa.eu

Established in 1984, the Australian Macedonian Human Rights
Committee (AMHRC) is a non-governmental organisation that
informs and advocates before international institutions, govern-
ments and broader communities about combating racism and pro-
moting human rights. Our aspiration is to ensure that Macedonian
communities and other excluded groups throughout the world, are
recognised, respected and afforded equitable treatment. For more

information please visitwww.macedonianhr.org.au, email in-
fo@macedonianhr.org.au or via +61 3 9329 8960.
Macedonian Human Rights Movement International

(MHRMI) has been active on human and national rights issues for
Macedonians and other oppressed peoples since 1986. For more
information: www.mhrmi.org, www.twitter.com/mhrmi,
www.facebook.com/mhrmi, info@mhrmi.org, +1 416-850-7125.
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Religious Unrest in Macedonia

By Tom Vangelovski

During recent months, violence has once
again erupted between the majority Mac-
edonian (64 per cent) and minority Alba-
nian (25 per cent) communities in Mace-
donia.' Here, the overwhelming majority
of ethnic Macedonians (97 per cent) iden-
tify as Christians while a similar majority
(98 per cent) of ethnic Albanians identify
as Muslims.” There is also a small Mace-
donian Muslim community, mainly in the
south-western municipality of Struga. The
vast majority of Muslims in Macedonia
are Sunni’s with small pockets of
Bektashis and Sufis.?

‘Conventional wisdom’ suggests that
there is a long tradition of tolerance be-
tween the Christian and Muslim commu-
nities in Macedonia. However, much of
this thinking was influenced by socialist
dogma and the failed Yugoslav idea of
‘brotherhood and Unity’, rather than the
reality on the ground. Even during social-
ist times, Macedonian authorities, along
with many ordinary Macedonians,
viewed Islam with suspicion and saw it as
an integral part of Albanian nationalism.
During the 1970’s and 1980’s, Macedoni-
an authorities sought to repress Islam
through numerous discriminatory poli-
cies, including banning Islamic education
for children under the age of 15.

Armed contflict between ethnic Macedo-
nians and ethnic Albanians in 2001 saw
the beginnings of Islamist radicalisation
among some elements of the Albanian
community and the small Macedonian
Muslim community. In particular, radical
Wahhabis from Saudi Arabia have slowly
but surely made inroads into the Albanian
community both at the grassroots level
and within the official hierarchy of the
Islamic Religious Community (IRC),
headed by Sulejman Rexhepi. The IRC is
the officially registered organisation rep-
resenting Muslims in Macedonia and
holds the title deeds to the vast majority of

Islamic religious buildings and property.
Wahhabis have set up a small but com-
mitted network of followers, particularly
among younger Albanians across West-
emn Macedonia and the capital Skopje.
They have also taken control of up to five
key Mosques, through which they have
infiltrated the IRC leadership.* While
Sulejman Rexhepi and his followers have
resisted the Wahhabis in the past
(becoming victims of physical attacks and
anonymous death threats), recent reports
indicate that Rexhepi has made peace
with them and allowed them to maintain
their positions within the official hierar-
chy of the IRC.?

Another unexpected development has
been the radicalisation of a section of the
small Macedonian Muslim community.
Historically, this small community has
identified itself as ethnically Macedonian
and supported the Macedonian majority
over their co-religionists in the Albanian
community. However, since the early
1970’s, and particularly after Macedonian
independence in 1991, the community
has come under increasing assimilatory
pressures from the Albanian community.
Albanian political, cultural and religious
leaders have promoted the idea that this
community is really Albanian, which was
‘Macedonianised’ during socialism. As
proof, they offer their shared Islamic faith,
claiming that if one 1s a Muslim, they can-
not be a Macedonian and therefore must
be Albanian — a form of ethnic proselytis-
ing through religious affiliation.

Since the decentralisation of various polit-
ical and budgetary responsibilities in
2004, Albanian elites, who control key
local governments, have also been able to
offer political and financial incentives to
ethnic ‘converts’. The assimilatory pres-
sure may be working, as those identifying
as Macedonian Muslims have dropped
from 39,500 in the 1981 census to only

2,500 in the 2002 census.® Of those that
have resisted ‘Albanianisation’, many are
beginning to shed their Macedonian iden-
tity and identify simply as ‘Muslims’. It is
among this group, particularly in the vil-
lages of Labunista, Podgorci and Oktisi
(all within the Struga municipality), that
young men are being targeted by a num-
ber of radical Islamist groups, particularly
Wahhabis and Tablighi Jamaat, whom
some believe is now being used, wittingly
or unwittingly, by extremists to attract
new recruits.” There are also increasing
reports of young ‘Macedonian’ Muslims
from this region being sponsored to study
in madrassas in Pakistan and Saudi Ara-
bia and identify new recruits from among
their family and friends.

The recent violence began on the eve of
the Christian Orthodox New Year, 13
January 2012, when the Macedonian
populated village of Vevcani celebrated
with its traditional carnival. As part of the
camival, residents usually dress up and
satirise political and social events that
have occurred during the past year. As
part of this year’s festivities, a group of
Macedonian men dressed as burga-clad
women and reportedly performed simu-
lated sex acts. This caused outrage
amongst the local Muslim community,
particularly in the neighbouring munici-
pality of Struga.

In reaction, both Albanian and Macedoni-
an Muslims protested in Struga, chanting
‘death to Christians’, attacking a number
of buses carrying Macedonians and rais-
ing a green flag representing Islam in
front of the municipal building, with
some reports suggesting that it was actual-
ly a Saudi flag® This was followed by a
number of attacks on local Churches, two
of which were bumed.

Muslim leaders across the country called
for restraint from their followers, but they

— 22




also accused the national government of
promoting ‘Islamophobia’ because it tra-
ditionally funds the Vevcani carnival.’
Albanian Muslim religious leaders and
Albanian political leaders also called for
an official apology from the Mayor of
Vevcani and demanded that criminal
charges be brought against those in-
volved."

Low-level violence has continued inter-
mittently since, including an off-duty eth-
nic Macedonian police officer killing, in
self-defence, two ethnic Albanians who
were part of a group that threatened him
and his daughter in the majority Albanian
populated town of Gostivar. Other vio-
lence has involved armed gangs of youth
from the two communities in open street
battles across the capital, Skopje, and in
April this year, the mysterious execution-
style murder of five ethnic Macedonian
fishermen. While little information is pub-
lically available about the most recent
murders, many Macedonians blame Al-
banian militants and consider these mur-
ders as part of the continuing violence that
began in Vevcani and possibly as retribu-
tion for the police officer’s killing of the
two Albanians in Gostivar. In response,
thousands of Macedonians have held pro-
tests against the government for not pro-
tecting them and stamping out Albanian
extremism. At the time, the authorities
arrested a dozen suspects claiming they
were a part of a radical Islamist cell
whose aim was to ultimately spark anoth-
er war between the Macedonian and Al-
banian communities and spread their own
brand of extremism in the ensuing chaos.
After six months of investigations, charg-
es were finally laid against six men in
October."" Four are in custody and the
other two are believed to be in hiding in
Kosovo. The six men are accused of ter-
rorism, however, reports indicate that evi-
dence is still lacking and the case against
the accused remains weak."

While the level of violence remained rela-
tively low over the European summer,
even with suggestions of paramilitaries
being mobilised on both sides, relations
between the two communities are still
highly strained and violence can erupt
with little provocation. The longer-term

conflict in Macedonia has a number of
deep-seated causes, including competing
rights claims and  incompatible
worldviews based on their respective na-
tional ideologies and religious belief-
systems. Whether the latest violence is the
result of conflicting religious belief-
systems, other deep-seated issues merely
manifesting themselves as religious con-
flict or a combination of both is not al-
ways clear. Indeed, conflict between eth-
nic Macedonians and ethnic Albanians
has always involved a strong religious
element and both sides see the ‘other’ not
only through an ethnic lens, but a reli-
gious one as well. This may be because
the ethno-religious dividing lines are rela-
tively straightforward — Albanians being
Muslims and Macedonians being Chris-
tians.

In addition, it is becoming more common
for both communities to identify religion
as a marker of identity and new loyalties
on the periphery are arising as a result.
Evidence of this is the Macedonian Mus-
lim community, which has gradually left
the Macedonian ‘camp’ and aligned itself
with its co-religionists in the Albanian
community. In the longer-term this can be
seen through their self-identification as
either Albanians or Muslims in censuses
and through their voting patterns where
they either support one of the ethnic Alba-
nian political parties or their ‘own’ Mace-
donian Muslim Party of European Inte-
gration (PEI). When religious loyalties are
combined with incompatible nationalist
ideologies and competing claims over
constitutional and territorial rights, it
makes for an explosive mix and one to
watch over the coming year.

By Tom Vangelovski
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"WHO GAVE YOU THE RIGHT
T0 NEGOTIATE

MY NAME?"

Do not be deceived by the terms Tnternational, bilateral, constitutional’
Change it once, even bilaterally, and it will be changed everywhere

- Do you want to be called ‘Northern Macedonian, 'Vardarian; ‘Skopjan’
or simply Macedonian?

%

- We applaud the Macedonian government for saying “We will not change our name’;
but by neqotiating we are tefling the world “We will change our name”

- No dual-name. Greece is the only country that objects to our name, it is not our problem.
No bilateral or international "solution” is needed

- Countries that have recognized Macedonia have said "If a bilateral solution is reached,
we will abide by that decision and use the new name for Macedonia "

- Any change to our name is unacceptable, even ‘qualifiers’like ‘Democratic’or ‘Northern’
in front of ‘Republic of Macedania” We would be known everywhere as ‘Northern Macedonia’
and ‘Northern Macedonians), who speak ‘Northern Macedonian’

WE ARE WINNING. 127 COUNTRIES HAVE RECOGNIZED MACEDONIA,
INCLUDING 4/5 UNITED NATIONS SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBERS.
WE HAVE THE POWER TO END THIS. STOP NEGOTIATING OUR OWN NAME.

Prior to 1988, Greece’s policy was that Macedonia did not exist. Then it
renamed ‘Northern Greece’ to ‘Macedonia’ Now suddenly Macedonia is Greek?

As former Greek Prime Minister Constantine Mitsotakis admitted in 1995,
the reason Greece objects to our name is to deny the existence and
persecution of its large Macedonian minority

Macedonians in the Balkans are fighting for their human rights as
Macedonians, nothing else

REMEMBER: ITIS A LIE THAT A COMPROMISE WILL SOLVE OUR PROBLEMS
WITH GREECE. ITWILLJUST STRENGTHEN GREECE'S POSITION TOWARDS ITS
FINAL GOAL: TO ERASE MACEDONIANS FROM HISTORY, THE PRESENT AND FUTURE.

We are Macedonian! Do you want to go down in history
as the people who changed our name and identity?

What gives the EU and NATO the right to ask you
to sell out your identity?

- The EU and NATO are violating their own principles and faws by asking us to change our name
- Do not give in to scare tactics from Greece and media reports that Macedonia
will ‘collapse’ without EU & NATO membership
- Look at the current economi crisis in Greece
- Scare-mongering is being used to get Macedonia to change its name

Greece is holding the EU and NATO hostage

- Despite overwhelming support for Macedonia’s NATO membership,
Greece was permitted to use its veto power against Macedonia
Greece lied about its economic situation, and now the rest of the EU is
being forced to ball them out

The European Union cannot allow its member-states to be
handcuffed by Greece's xenophobic policies. Recognize Macedonia.
- If the EU and NATO insist an a name change, what other concessions will they ask for?
- By continuing the negotiations, we are telling the world "we will change our name”
- Stop negotiating our own name

Common sense. Would any other country negotiate its own name?

- Should the US state of Georgia demand that the Republic of Georgia change its name?
Should the Belgian province of Luxembourg demand that Luxembeurg change its name?

THE MOST BASIC HUMAN RIGHT IS
SELF-IDENTIFICATION.

THE MACEDONIAN PEOPLE MUST TELL THEIR GOVERNMENT TO
STOP NEGOTIATING OUR NAME.

DEMAND AN END TO ‘FYROM’ REFERENCE.
DEMAND IMMEDIATE INTERNATIONAL RECOGNITION.
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RC

A ! 3 A NGHTS COMMITIES
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and other Macedonian arganizations - www.mhimi.orglour_name _ts_macedania

OUR NAME IS MAGEDONIA



The Rise of “Golden Dawn”
in Greece

By Pavle Filipov Voskopoulos

During recent months there has been much chatter in Greece and
on the wider international scene, about the political party operating
in Greece, under the name, Golden Dawn. The party has attracted
this attention because of its highly aggressive entry onto the Greek
political scene in general and especially on account of the brutal
physical actions it has carried out against economic migrants in
Athens.

The seemingly novel nature of the Golden Dawn phenomenon is
a result of its recent entry to the Greek parliament — taking 18
seats, with around 7% of the national vote. The first thing we need
to mention in regard to this apparently new phenomenon (I say
‘apparently’, as the party has been in existence for decades), is that
the ideology and practical activity of this neo-NAZI party, is not
only focused against economic migrants, but all ethnic, religious
and social minorities.

Though why has the Golden Dawn phenomenon become more
widely visible and successful? The uncomplicated answer is ow-
ing to Greece’s deep economic crisis. Though once we begin ex-
amining the parameters of Greek national culture, we find that
pointing to the crisis is not enough.

Greek National Culture

To a large extent, Greek political parties and the average Greek
have similar worldviews and hold onto similar stereotypes. These
perspectives have strengthened over the last few decades and to-
day they aggressively manifest themselves via Golden Dawn.
Among the main components of the Greek ideology is a belief
that ‘the Greek people are the chosen people, special and different
to others because the Greeks of today are the descendants of the
glorious Greeks of the past and have lived on this territory for the
last 2,500 years’

This is the basis of the destructive ideology which prevails in
Greece today. Much like branches emanating from the trunk of a
particular tree, the following interrelated claims are also a signifi-
cant part of Greek national culture: ‘Greeks today have a glorious
past; Greece has inherited ancient Greek culture; other peoples/
nations cannot be considered to be on the same level as Greece;
over the last few centuries Greece has had many enemies — the
most dangerous of Greece’s enemies are the Balkan nations, fore-
most Turkey; and that all of these foreigners have not allowed the

Greek people to prosper’. Additionally, over last few years, the
notion that Westemers are the most to blame for the economic
crisis in Greece, has become mainstream.

Unfortunately, all of that is on par with the manner in which the
average Greek citizen has been educated; indoctrinated with an
anti-Western ideology and a demonic view of foreigners, a per-
spective that has existed since the very formation of modemn
Greece, over a century ago. These notions were recently given
added vitality by the war that ended the Yugoslav federation in the
1990’s.

One might logically ask: how did the conflict in the former Yugo-
slavia ‘complement’ the anti-Western prejudice traditionally pre-
sent in Greek national ideology? It provided an opportunity for
Greece, on the basis of a Christian Orthodox connection, to
demonstrate solidarity with the Serbs i.e. Milosevic, Karadzic and
Miladic, in relation to the war in Bosnia, and in relation to the
emergence of an independent Macedonian state. And of course, it
was the West that eventually brought an end to the activities of
Milosevic & co.

Golden Dawn and other Greek Political Parties

Since its formation in the 1980s until recently, Golden Dawn had
almost no support from the Greek public. The reason is that it had
nothing to offer Greek citizens in terms of policy that was different
to the major political parties, as well the smaller non-parliamentary
parties. The existing parties were already offering Greek voters a
similar type of policy, with some slight variations.

Additionally, in the political life of Greece, one of the main char-
acteristics is a system of ‘patronage’ which has a long and deep
tradition. In particular, ‘patronage’ in this context means that if one
is a member of a ruling or powerful political party, in return for
voting for the party at an election, one may receive certain
‘benefits’ such as being employed in the public sector. In this re-
gard, Golden Dawn could not compete with the major parties.
Although Golden Dawn espoused an anti-Western platform, es-
sentially the other parties did the same. It is precisely for this rea-
son that this neo-Nazi party (the organisation became a political
party in the 1990s) did not receive much support from Greek citi-
zens.




However, with Greece now facing bankruptcy, the major political
parties have struggled to maintain the system of ‘patronage’. In
relation to this, the Greek media began to increasingly promote a
demonic view of the international community, especially by regu-
larly launching irrelevant and or baseless attacks against European
Union (EU) institutions and the International Monetary Fund,
simply because they forced the political establishment of Greece
to implement some necessary structural economic reforms, which
had a negative impact on the system of ‘patronage’.

In this new set of circumstances many Greeks began to feel alien-
ated and thus the aggressiveness of the populist neo-Nazi Golden
Dawn, became an attractive alternative. Yet it is quite scandalous
that in a member-state of the EU and the so-called ‘cradle of de-
mocracy’, a neo-Nazi party is allowed to officially exist, to have
the ‘right’ to be active to the extent that it acts as an ‘evictor’ of
migrants in Athens and other areas. The behavior of this party is
tolerated by the judicial authorities in Greece; behavior which Eu-
rope as a whole knows all too well, given previous experiences
with Nazism’s abhorrent ideology and appalling practices. It is
unfortunate that there are daily manifestations of neo-Nazism in
Greece today.

Another ‘curiosity’ to take note of; is the fact that the major parties
in Greece do not at all consider it necessary to take steps to outlaw
this neo-Nazi party, despite the clear manifestations of anti-
democratic behavior. Instead, the major Greek political parties
have been focused on preventing a decrease in voter support at the
next elections, without attempting to reform the dogmatic nature
of Greek nationalist ideology. Moreover, the leaders of these par-
ties have tried to gain the sympathy of various international actors
by labeling Golden Dawn a neo-Nazi party in contexts outside the
bounds of Greece, while back at home they have taken no action

against this party. In other words, they have attempted to ‘launder’
their ideology via Golden Dawn in a similar manner to which a
criminal or mafia gangster launders money. They have done this
by allowing Golden Dawn to legally exist in Greek society.

And so my dear readers, this is the situation in Greece today. A
destructive anti-Western, anti-democratic ideology prevails in
Greek society and political life. We, the Macedonians in Greece,
are continually victimized and targeted as a result of this ideology.
We strive to be constructive with pro-Western positions, in soli-
darity with a small number of democratically minded Greeks, in
an attempt to reform Greek national ideology. Our task is by no
means an easy one. Unfortunately Greece today resembles the last
days of the Weimar Republic in Germany in the 1930s. The result
of the subsequent expansion of Nazi ideology was the stigmatisa-
tion of minority groups, especially Jews and Roma. Those few
democratically minded Germans who stood up for the rights of the
Jews at the time, were labeled traitors. Today in Greece, minority
groups including the Macedonians are stigmatised, while demo-
cratically minded Greeks are a minority within Greek society and
are also labeled as traitors.

Never-the-less, Vinozhito and the enlightened Macedonians in
Greece shall always, as a matter of principle, strive to achieve a
real democratic future.

Pavle Filipov Voskopoulos is a member of Vinozhito, a Mace-
donian political party struggling for the rights of Macedonians
in Greece.

Translated from Macedonian to English by David Vitkov of
the AMHRC.
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The Troublemaker of the Balkans

By George N. Papadakis

Anyone who has received an education
at a Greek university and not just in the
fields of political science or international
relations, would be familiar with the
notion of an “international troublemak-
er”. This refers to a country which con-
tinually creates problems for its neigh-
bours and for the international commu-
nity in general. In Greece, we have al-
ways regarded Turkey as such a coun-
try; once in a while we have also as-
signed such a role to Macedonia and
more rarely, to Israel.

However, what is really the case? It is
very clear that over the last four years,
the real international troublemaker has
been our country [Greece] and that is on
account of its astronomical debt and its
inability to demonstrate — not even re-
motely — that it can come to terms with
the debt, without endangering the Euro
zone and international markets in gen-
eral. In no way has Greece shown that it
is capable of carrying out the necessary
structural reform.

“It is not permissible, every time a form
of privatization becomes necessary in
Greece, for there to be strikes. It is not
permissible for the public transport sys-
tem to not cover its costs and for the tax
authorities to be unable to gather up the
taxes in a country which is hydrocepha-

lus [another way of saying this might be
‘top heavy’]. In Europe, if such matters
cannot be discussed in a friendly face to
face manner, and if, when they are men-
tioned, they look upon us as foreign in-
terlopers, then there is no possibility of
going forward.” These words were ut-

tered some time ago now, by the Chan-
cellor of Germany, Angela Merkel and 1
think they reveal what all the other
members of the EU think of Greece and
indirectly, though clearly, indicate that
they have a score to settle with the 11

million (or may be 10, because immi-

grants in Greece, don’t count) little trou-

blemakers, who, when they unite, create
a headache for the international commu-

nity.

And what do we do? Instead of feeling
embarrassed about the horrific picture
that we present to the outside world, we
do all that we can to make it still worse.
Instead of rolling up our sleeves and
working to change our conditions, it
seems as if we do everything we can to
drive our European friends crazy. How
else to describe the mass lunacy, in the
context of the worst crisis ever faced by
the neo-Greek state, of directing our
interest towards Macedonia and Turkey,
instead of looking at ourselves in the
mirror? Honestly, over the course of the

last month, there have more energetic
public statements about the “defence of
our national interests”, than I have ever
seen before. It’s as if everyone from
Papoulias and Tsipras, to Delave-kur-as,
and from Avramopoulos to half of the
New Democracy parliamentarians, have
been bitten by a bug — representatives of
both the state and para-state have un-
leashed an uncontrolled and untenable
verbal assault, which has shocked for-
eign observers.

The Serbian president, Tomislav Ni-
kolic — a politician who needs to answer
some serious questions in his own right,
but still not remotely in Papoulias’
league — could not understand why, at
an official dinner held during an official
state visit in Athens, the brotherly com-
rade of Milosevic, Karadzic and Mladic,
1e. Papoulias, approached him and
asked for “Serbia’s practical support’
for Greece’s paranoid desire to re-name
a sovereign independent state. And we
ask, in what practical way could Serbia
lend support to Greece in regard to this
matter? Perhaps by ceasing to recognize
the Republic of Macedonia under that
name and to begin referring to it as
“FYROM”, or better still, as “Skopia™?
Or should Serbia invade Macedonia
from the north and thereby realize the




dream of Milosevic and Papoulias, of a
Jjoint Serbo-Greek border?

What can one say about the insane de-
ceit of a possible future premier of
Greece, Aleksis Tsipras, who asserted
that the constitution of the Republic of
Macedonia foreshadows an advance of
the country to the Aegean coast? Where
did this illusion come from? And why
did he not apologise when the error be-
came widely known? When the Turkish
Minster of Foreign Affairs accurately
pointed out that Greece does not respect
the rights of Muslims residing on the
islands of Kos and Rodos, Avramopou-
los and his underling in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs responded with a pack
of lies ... it is no wonder that every time
Delave-kur-as asserts Greece “is a mod-
el for the respect of human rights”, it
brings on horse laughter. . ..

As with when we open our mouths
more than we should, so it i1s now, that
this barrage of anti-Macedonian and anti
-Turkish rhetoric, has been accompa-
nied by some unintentional truth. This is
the only way one can hear the truth

from the mouths of people who lie as
much as they breathe — people like our
dear Delave-kur-as. A Macedonian
joumalist asked him why Greece is fla-
grantly ignoring the spirit of the decision
made by the International Court at The
Hague; in answering the question,
Greece’s representative for foreign af-
fairs, Delave-kur-as, revealed a truth:
“The problem [which Greece has with
the name of the Republic of Macedonia]
creates a barrier to strengthening and
deepening the relations between the two
countries and a barrier to the general
stability of the wider region.”

With these simple words, this overly
talkative liar deconstructed decades of
systematic efforts by Greek govern-
ments to convince themselves and oth-
ers that Greece amounts to a factor for
stability in the Balkans. Without want-
ing to, he recognized that Greece is ac-
tually a major factor in destabilizing the
Balkans, because a problem that Greece
alone possesses — not to mention our
continually strained relations with Alba-
nia and Turkey — is preventing the de-
velopment of general stability in our

neighborhood.

George N. Papadakis is a member of
Vinozhito (a Macedonian political
party struggling for the human rights
of Macedonians in Greece) and a
journalist who writes for Nova Zora —
a newspaper voicing the concerns of
Macedonians in Greece: http:/
novazora.gr/

Translated from Macedonian to Eng-
lish by George Vlahov of the AM-
HRC.
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An Incarcerated Village

By Dimitri Jovanov

On the 30™ of October 2012, the court hearing of the “accused” in-
habitants of the village of Zabrdeni, Lerin (Florina in Greek) County,
took place. They had been arrested during the attempt by people from
Zabrdeni to prevent the intended carrying out of military exercises,
uncomfortably close to the village.

Unjust prosecutions were made against seven inhabitants of the vil-
lage, after a number of incidents involving the use force by the police,
in order to remove a blockade erected by inhabitants from Zabrdeni in
2008. They were protesting, logically, to prevent military exercises
and the firing of heavy artillery right next to their properties. It was a
reaction against a regularly occurring degradation of their well being.

The police used force against women, children and the elderly and
even broke a hand of one inhabitant of the village. Four villagers were
handcuffed, arrested and taken to the police station in Lerin. They
were held all night and essentially used as a means to ‘encourage’ the
inhabitants of Zabrdeni and neighbouring villages to end their protests
and blockades. It is obvious that the aim of the authorities was to ter-
rorise them into fearful submission. The police then continued
‘hunting’ and brought legal charges against a further three inhabitants
of Zabrdeni.

The “‘well prepared’ prosecution resulted in a penalty of six months
jail, suspended, and a fine amounting to 200 Euros for the former
president of the village, Mr. Kole Michkov (Nikolaos Mitskopoulos).
The remaining ‘accused’ were penalised with 8 months jail, suspend-
ed, and a fine for each of them, of 200 Euros.

And the charge was? “The blocking of traffic”’. The defendants have
already lodged an appeal and it is expected that the matter will be re-
examined, within two years time, by the appellant court in Kozhani.
As one inhabitant of Zabrdeni remarked about the first trial, all the
judges were young and experienced, and upheld the accusations of
the prosecutor, without a thorough examination of the events sur-
rounding the affair.

Once again, the rights of citizens have been sacrificed before the altar
of “national interests”. Somehow it was in the “national interest” to
stage military exercises by the homes of the “strange” inhabitants of
Zabrdeni, in order to terrorise them and the rest of the “strange” in-
habitants residing in the wider region.

We shall end this report by quoting a policeman involved in the re-
moval of the blockaders of Zabrdeni: “/ am not interested in what you
are doing, I am not from this area, I come from far away ... you are
doing well at dying of cancer [!]. As you live by the border [of
Greece] you need to endure military exercises. That is if you don’t
want us to take Zabrdeni beyond the border!” No further commen-
tary is required!

Dimitri Jovanov, editor of Nova Zora, a monthly newspaper voic-
ing the concerns of Macedonians in Greece: http:/novazora.gr/

Translated from Macedonian to English by George Vlahov of the
AMHRC.




The Dark Heritage: A Review of Keep the Candle Alight

By Jim Thomev

A play in the Macedonian language

Written by Dushan Ristevski
Directed by Stefo Nantsou

Performed by the Australian Macedonian Theatre Company of Sydney

In Dushan Ristevski’s latest drama,
OcraBuja cBekara ma ropu (Keep the
Candle Alight) the focus is domestic vio-
lence; inevitably the atmosphere, for most
of the one and a half hours of crisis, is
heavy with foreboding about things going
wrong — confronting and often unpleas-
ant. And things do go very badly for the
(somewhat)  unfortunately =~ named
Magarevski family. Yet for all that, there
is humour, strength and a suggestion of
enduring vitality.

The complex theme of violence in the
daily lives of a Macedonian family is ex-
plored in the simplest of dramatic terms —
it is presented without any explicit judg-
ment or moralising beyond the words and
actions of the characters themselves. This
is not to say that the drama is unclear
about whether wife-beating and living in
mutual torment with the family is a bad
thing. ..

The presentation I saw on the modest
stage of a Sunshine community hall
around midday on Saturday 24 Novem-
ber showed that all you need for a drama
is “two boards and a passion”. At any
rate, it moved me deeply by addressing
through its action, central questions about
the basis of social life, the family, its
strengths and vulnerabilities and its moral
disintegration.

We are confronted with the seemingly
unresolvable relationships of three gener-
ations — five family members in all. Scene
1 through to Scene 14 take place in the
lounge room of Altana the grandmother,
who is the representative of the first gen-
eration from the Macedonian migration.
The last scene, Scene 15, takes place in
the living room of an apartment to which
Elena, the wife who has separated from
her abusive husband Done (Altana’s son),
where she begins a new life with her two
teenage children, Emma and Chris.

The three generations are living together
as a matter of necessity due to financial
hardship. They live in a modern suburb in
the country reputed to be one of the most
livable if not the most livable on planet
earth in early 21st Century.

Now that I have warmed to my theme, |
want to take the reader back to the begin-
ning of last century, and cite a passage
written by a very astute observer and
thinker who travelled through Macedonia
early in the stormy first decade and pub-
lished a remarkable book in 1906.

After suggesting that there were often
folksongs in the traditions of the inhabit-
ants of the weird country he has been ex-
ploring that satirised the incompetence of
the Turkish rulers, the writer relates an
extraordinary story and gives an equally

remarkable interpretation of it:

But in the main it [i.e. incompetent
rule] provokes less laughter than
tears, and the prevailing emotion
under the Crescent is a paralysing
fear. But fear in Macedonia is
more than an emotion. It is a
physical disease, the malady of the
country, the ailment that comes of
tyranny. One enters some hovel
which a peasant family calls its
home. In the oppressive darkness
one becomes gradually aware of
a living something which stirs or
groans in the gloomiest corner on
the floor beneath a filthy blanket.
Is it fever, one asks, or is it small
pox? And the answer comes in the
accents of custom and common
place, “He is ill with fear”. The
word [fear] becomes the key to
half the circumstances of exist-
ence. Fear is the dominant the
ever-present motive. It builds vil-
lages. It dictates migrations. It
explains deceits. It has created the
morals of a country.

It would be hard to imagine a more suc-
cinct summary of what life had become
for the ordinary subject people of the Ot-
toman yoke. For the purposes of the ap-
preciation of the drama which the Aus-




tralian Macedonian Theatre of Sydney
presented to the Macedonian speaking
public, I want the reader to remember the
essential ideas and images in the above
quote from H. N. Brailsford.

As a result of Ottoman/Turkish tyranny
and oppression fear was so pervasive that
it became a physical disease. And it is no
big leap to infer from this that all tyranni-
cal behaviour whether by governments,
employers or managers or husbands can
lead to the development of a slave men-
tality in the victims of oppression whose
dominant mode of control is fear or terror.
The moral degradation alluded to and the
migrations Brailsford mentions in 1906
are very familiar occurrences in Macedo-
nian history; the uncertainty, insecurity
and fear at the centre of existence in their
homeland explain why Macedonians
went to foreign lands as itinerant migrant
workers (ITegan6apm) or migrated perma-
nently when the opportunity offered itself.
(And of course there were those who
were expelled by hostile governments.)

The passage above may not be relevant to
explain a wife beater’s psychology and
still less to excuse it. But I invoke the his-
tory because the presence of soul-
shattering fear as the dominant controlling
factor in people’s lives results in similar
social wreckage. Of course, the causes of
the fear, insecurity and uncertainty are
due to a radically different time and place
and life circumstances. (But then let’s
remember Chinese Communist strong-
man Chou en Lai’s famous remark about
the French Revolution of 1789: asked in
the early 1960’s what he thought about its
consequences, he simply replied, “It’s too
early to say”.)

One of the play’s greatest virtues is the
quick pace of its narrative and the con-
stant dramatic action (things happening to
people and done by them). A tale of woe
piled upon woe passes before us with
great fluency. A riveting story in itself
engages the audience; for those who have
a serious interest into the whys and
wherefores of domestic violence of this
specific family, we get a clear picture, but
are left with a few imponderables toward
the end. As with any accurate depiction in
a drama centred on social problems, there

is much that is universal, or relevant to
family life in many other even markedly
diverse cultures. Human passions are per-
manent, just the “floorboards” on which
they are enacted may be different.

At the outset, the stage is set for the ten-
sions and conflicts to follow with the arri-
val of Done (the father) and his wife with
their two teenage children at the grand-
mother’s place (Altana, the Baba). What
follows from this entrance into the battle-
ground —the lounge room — for the next
14 scenes is the unrelenting disintegration
of the family. Altana does not like her
daughter-in-law Elena; Done tries to con-
trol everybody and resorts to violence to
resolve major conflicts; Emma the daugh-
ter runs away from home and is brought
home by the police; and Chris the son is
suspended from school for bullying.

Done makes futile gestures seeking work
and raising loans. He is not simply de-
plorable. Elena works but the money is
hardly adequate, and she feels powerless;
Altana relies on her pension but the
weight of dead traditions and her lack of
insight are major weaknesses. The frus-
tration, humiliation, mutual incomprehen-
sion, and boredom has horrific outcomes:
Done beats his wife black and blue and
smashes furniture. The house that was
intended to be a temporary haven for the
family is transformed into a hell.

The family interactions are cringe-worthy
for the most part. The bad nurturing of the
male is neatly (and comically) illustrated
in Scene 2 where Chris the teenage son
goes to each of the adults to ask for mon-
ey. He asks his father for $20, his mother
for $50 and his Baba (Altana) for $100 in
quick succession. Young Chris is spoilt
and manipulative. He has no adequate
role model or parental example that could
steer him through to moral growth.

Indeed, one of the crucial issues is the
stunted moral growth of the three genera-
tions of males. Done’s father Bozhin had
been violent when he was alive. And
even from beyond the grave he exerts an
influence that has made life a struggle for
Altana in her widowed present as her
memories of raising their two children
Done and Sally are bitter and difficult to

come to terms with. The heritage of re-
solving conflicts with their fists runs
through the three males - the grandfather,
father and son — Chris begins his career as
a school bully.

Done’s own problems are multiple: gam-
bling, drinking, inability to hold down
jobs, poor management of money, his
lack of sensitivity or moral maturity in
significant personal relationships, impetu-
osity, bad temper issuing in violent be-
haviour as a way of dealing with the
world. His personal weaknesses are well
attested in the interactions with his mother
Altana. In the same scene (2), he has al-
ready upset his wife and sent off his
daughter in tears. The following ex-
change between Done and his mother
occurs immediately after Done has
thrown out of the house his friend Peter
who has been harassing him over a long-
standing debt:

Done: Have you got $100 you can give
me?

Altana: (amazed) What? What did you
say?

Done: You really have a problem with
your hearing when money is
mentioned.

Altana: Are you short again?

Done: Tomorrow I'll get my Centrelink
payment. I’ll pay you back.

Altana: You said the same thing last
week but. ..

Done: [ swear by my mother, I'll give it
back to you.

Altana: Did you gamble them away
again?

Done: (angry) What are you talking
about? You want to lecture me
like Elena?

Altana: (crosses herself before the icon)
God help me! Why can’t God
just take me so that I can be free
and not have to see such shame!

Done: That’s enough! Don’t pray and




Altana:

Done:

Altana:

Done:

Altana:

Done:

Altana:

Done:

Altana:

Done:

Altana:

Done:

Altana:

Done:

Altana:

Done:

carry on like some nun — just
give me money.

(She shows him her bank book)
Here look, I don’t even have a
single dollar...I can’t even pay
for a coffee with my friends.

(He grabs the bank book, glances
at it and throws it back to her)
What have you spent them on?
Do you have another account?

No my dear, may I die on the
spot, if T have. ..

An old person doesn’t need mon-
ey...she’ll only lose them...

I’ll die and you won’t have mon-
ey to pay for my funeral! People
will laugh at me, and they’ll be
pointing the finger at you. ..

You just wait - don’t die on us
until we get some money togeth-
er.

I gave you my last dollar for the
car and that money was meant to
pay for my funeral. All our peo-
ple have bought their little grave
plots and I’'ve missed out. ...

You don’t need a grave. We'll
cremate you — it’s cheaper.

(Appalled) No! Not that! Never!
What am I - a dog?

Would you prefer to be eaten by
worms?

Shame on you! I gave you birth,
raised you and this is how you
humiliate me!

I was only joking — we’ll bury
you how you’d like.

I want a grave with a monument
just like your father’s.

You’re crazy! That cost $20,000!

(adamant) I think I deserve as
much.

Okay, then. We’ll put you in the

same grave as Dad.

Altana: Ooh! What do you mean in the

same grave? Never with your
father! I barely freed myself from
him in this world, and you want
me to be with him in the other
world.

Done: Okay, okay, just don’t shout. I’'ll

go and get a loan.

Altana: I had money put away for all that
but you wanted to buy yourself a

car and-

Done: Ineeded a car for work.

You should have taken out a
loan, not leave me without a
cent. ..

Altana;

Done: 1 can’t get any credit. But what
am [ arguing with you for? [ am

off to look for work. (Goes)

Altana: You are going to look for work
now? On Sunday? (She crosses
herself) Dear God, make this boy
come to his senses and give him

good health.

(See Appendix 1 for Macedonian origi-
nal)

Is there any surprise in Done asking his
pensioner mother for a $100, just as the
grandson Chris did on his collection
round mentioned above? Scene 2, one of
the longest in the play, suggests a rich
complexity beneath the simple surface of
daily life. Thus the issue of money and its
role brilliantly illustrates the natures of
both father and son, and highlights the
lack of moral compass and the destructive
relationships within the family. Altana is
inclined toward the traditional castigating
mother-in-law (cBekpBa) role as she
blames Elena for the family crisis; this is a
common phenomenon where the mother
is blind to the spoilt son’s inadequacies
even when his behaviour is monstrous.
Elena is the one blamed for Done’s be-
haviour as she has “failed to make him
happy”. Altana’s irrational attitude is a
product both of her tradition and person-
ality; she was never supposed to be criti-
cal of the men in her family, and this ap-

proach makes her appear feeble-mined
and unable to acknowledge that her son is
as badly behaved as her dreadful de-
ceased husband. Altana is played with
empathic insight and flair by Irena Vel-
janova. However, for those who have
observed or lived closely to such grand-
mothers, with all their blind love, loyalties
and confusions, the power of such a dev-
astatingly accurate portrayal can be upset-
ting. One could weep with the pity of it —
pity, and appalling sadness. (Here we
have a case where the sensibility or expe-
rience of the viewer plays a big role — it is
not always possible to detach one’s self
and not be affected because the drama is a
piece of make-believe.)

This passage is typical of the trenchancy
of the dialogue. The Macedonian lan-
guage, as used in this play, carries more
meaning and nuance with fewer words
than the English. (At any rate, in translat-
ing I am having difficulty in capturing the
communications with equal incisiveness
in English.) This is one of the beauties of
the Macedonian colloquial language as a
unique code when used with artistic sen-
sitivity. Emotional and intellectual satis-
faction is a product where there is a dis-
tinct and appropriate style — i.e. where the
words are absolutely suited to the subject.
This is what verbal should be and why it
can be a delight even with the most unset-
tling issues.

And this is where, I believe, art has it over
what normally seems to pass for
“entertainment” in mass culture in the
West. Serious art brings us closer to reali-
ty, makes us contemplate it in images and
language — style — that illuminate the
world. In contrast, I invite any reader to
reflect on the heroes of the past few dec-
ades that come from Hollywood — Amie,
the Terminator, Rambo and Bruce Willis
blowing everything and everyone up in
the cause of justice. Is it “mere entertain-
ment” to have macho fascist-types who
are morally indistinguishable from each
other hell bent on mutual destruction? Of
course it’s only a movie, which makes a
lot of money and costs a lot of money to
make. This is a big part of the world in
which children are being raised in. And as
I write this, America is in emotional tur-
moil about its gun laws — President
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Obama is worried about how “‘we Ameri-
cans entertain ourselves” as well as the 300
million privately owned guns across the
country!

The discussion between the two teenage
Magarevski children about the vicious as-
sault on their mother by their father, re-
flects the language of the Australian social
milieu. Violence, here as in the USA, is
unrelentingly presented in the lounge
rooms of all citizens through the television
in both “factual” (news etc) and fictional
form — the latter being passed off as the
“entertainment” that has even the President
worried (the following section of the orig-
inal dialogue is in English as it is the
dominant language of the third genera-
tion):

Chris:  If he hits Mum just once more —
Il kill him.
Emma: No, I’ll kill him... 'l make him

suffer before I cut his throat. . .

Chris: Don’t be stupid, you can’t even
kill a fly.

Emma: I can get a rope and hang him, like
in that movie...

Chris:  T'll get an axe and cut his head
off.

Emma: 1 think we should poison him...
I’ll go on the net and see what the
safest way is.

Chris: That’s enough! You are not going
to do anything. If someone is go-
ing to do something it’s going to
be me.

Emma: Should we tell mum about it?

Chris: Not a word to anyone, got it? Or
Il kill you too. ..

This is a little in one’s face to say the
least. . .I’ll say no more.

I cannot help reverting to history again —
the play before us necessarily makes one
seek for the factors that have contributed
toward the creation of the human beings
who emigrate from Macedonia to more
developed countries in the West in waves

during the 20th Century.

Some earlier testimonies as to what hus-
band and wife relationships were like un-
der the Ottoman Empire are given in the
huge folkloric collection of Kuzman Shap-
karev. In one of his tomes, he records the
following curiosity as part of what were
considered traditional values, laws or prac-
tices regulating husband and wife relations
(published circa the early 1880’s):

The husband has absolute author-
ity over his wife but not over her
property. He has the unquestiona-
ble right to demand of her, total
submission. Should she be disobe-
dient, he has the right to rebuke
her, beat her, but not to the point
where he maims or mutilates her,
as that would be far too tyranni-
cal. Nevertheless, there are men
whose wives out of sheer misery
and shame have endured beatings
with much physical harm without
complaining to anybody. But
there are women who do not put
up with the slightest physical mal-
treatment and have even brought
the matter before the church au-
thorities or even insisted on a di-

vorce. 24

Apart from the oddity of retaining owner-
ship of her dowry as stated in the first sen-
tence — unlikely in practice given the pow-
er over her granted the male by tradition;
the wife clearly was no better (or worse)
off than most Christian women anywhere
in Europe.

Presumably the somewhat arbitrary de-
marcation point of allowing beatings but
not mutilations was due to prudential con-
siderations rather than to notions of fair-
ness, or respect for the rights of the wom-
an. After all, a maimed woman would
probably not be as effective in cleaning
and cooking, child rearing or fulfil other,
much heavier conjugal duties.

The resolution of the crisis in the play
comes after the abject horror of the beating
of the wife and the maltreatment of all
three women. The anguish of living in
constant fear has become too unbearable
for Elena. Again I cannot resist quoting

another big moment in the dialogue to
show the calibre of the script, its classical
clarity and masterly selection of detail:

Elena: My God, Done! What have you
done? Why have you thrown out
my cooking!

Done: (brusquely) Why? Because it’s

good for nothing! Not even a dog

would eat it.

Elena: (sneering) Your mother’s cooking

1S no better!

Done: You’re not worth my mother’s
little finger! You should admit
you are worthless! You're as
dumb as a bean, and you can’t

even boil a pot of beans!

I know I am not worth much. I
cook, clean, wash and iron clothes
for you, and I am still worthless.
Are you aware that if it wasn’t for
me you would stew in filth and
die of starvation! You can’t even
make yourself a sandwich. I serve
the food up to you as if you were
in a restaurant but even that is not
good enough for you! You be-
have like a boy who hasn’t grown
up. (Mimics him) “Elena where
are my socks? Where are my un-
derpants...bring me a beer...
bring me some water...” Do you
want me to wipe your arse as
well?

Elena:

Done: (gets up) That’s enough! Stop
carrying on and chattering like a
magpie! Do you want me to put
you back in hospital? You got
citizenship in this country when I
married you, so don’t jump up
and down now. If 1 did not get
you out of the village you would
still be eating slops in the pig sty
with the rest of the pigs!

Elena: Goodness gracious me! You
saved me, hey? Would you like
me to call you God now? If you
hadn’t married me you would still
be crawling around the pubs with

that horrible mate of yours Peter.

Done: If T hadn’t married you, you’d
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Done:

have been begging in the streets.
(Sits down)

If it weren’t for me, you would
have been the one begging in the
streets! You’re not even capable
of holding down an ordinary job.
Your mother was looking after
you up until yesterday, now [ have
that honour! Instead of going to
look for a job you just lie there
like a sack of potatoes and watch
television all day with your moth-
er!

What about you? You have for-
gotten the years where you sat on
your backside at home, while I
worked at two jobs!

If you worked that hard why did
the bank take our house off us?

Of course the bank took our home
when all you did was hang around
shopping centres and wasted
money on stupid things!

Is that so? And have you forgotten
that you used to give me $10 a
day?

That’s as much as you deserved.

Oh ye, I deserved as much! —and
what about you? You gambled
away the house and threw my life
into the bargain!

Here, we do have a house.

This is not my house — and it’s not
yours either.

Okay then, go to work and buy
yourself one, don’t just blabber
away about how terrific and hard-
working you are!

It looks like I am fated to be both
husband and wife because you are
not capable. ..

(stands up in menacing anger))
Who isn’t capable? You witch!
I’ll make you fly out the window

with one punch!

Elena: Oh I know what a big dangerous
man you are! Just you dare hit me

and I’ll call the police!

Done: (sits down) I know, that the law in
Australia, right or wrong, women

have more rights than the men.

Elena: Exactly. And do you know why
it’s like that? Because there are a
lot of men around like you. And if
there were no laws like that you
would treat me like an animal!
(shakes her head) Oh Elena,
Elena, you have put up with abuse
and have lived in fear for years.
Why? (turns on Done) What
wrong have I done? Have I ever
insulted or done something horri-
ble for you to treat me with such

contempt and lack of respect?

Done: If you don’t like it — leave!

Elena: I don’t see any other way out of
this hell. I’ll have to go. I'll take
my children and you shall never
see us again.

(See Appendix 2 for Macedonian origi-
nal)

Elena, the besieged wife, mother and
daughter-in-law (played with great human-
ity and aplomb by Velentina Apos-
tolovska), does not collapse under the pres-
sure. In the above passage she can give as
good as she gets, at least in the verbal ex-
changes. So it is quite convincing that she
ups and moves off with the children to
build a new life without Done, who 1s con-
veniently carted off to jail for a short spell.

Nikola Apostolovski, in the (unenviable)
role of Done, gave a nuanced perfor-
mance; he certainly looked the part of the
down and out, the loser, without giving the
air of the heavy macho. After displaying
his worst, and plumbing the depths of deg-
radation, powerlessness and in despair,
Done elicits our pity as he does not lapse
mto it himself. In the last scene, he tries to
patch the world he destroyed but Elena,
quite realistically, dumps his conciliatory
bouquet of flowers in the waste bin, once
he leaves. In life there are tragic irretrieva-

ble breakdowns in trust — and this is one of
them.

What Done can do, cannot really be decid-
ed by anyone else, as it is an existential
problem for him to work out. For men
who can only resolve personal and emo-
tional conflicts with physical violence, to
merge out of the mire, is often too big a
task. But this is another of those areas in
life where generalities are not very helpful.
And where we lack enlightenment we
should be silent.

Keep the Candle Alight depicts the patriar-
chal relations between husband and wife in
extremis, at its most oppressive. The sym-
bolism of the title, of a candle burning be-
fore an icon of Jesus is the way Altana, the
grandmother, copes with the appalling
experience and the attendant memories of
having lived with a brutal husband. In a
comer of her lounge room, she lights the
candle regularly in the hope that her hus-
band will not return to continue his harsh
treatment of her. It makes for a very mov-
ing (and humorous, if you are lucky
enough to be able to laugh at such things)
scene when she explains this to her recep-
tive and sympathetic granddaughter Em-
ma. The constantly lit candle before the
icon is the deep hold the past has on her.
Her terror at the prospect of meeting her
husband again is further emphasized by
her reaction at the suggestion by Done that
it would be a good bit of cost-cutting if she
were buried in the same grave with her
husband, as we can see in the passage I
quoted above from Scene 2.

The cast gave an admirable account of
themselves — the three main protagonists
Altana, Done, and Elena were an artistic
delight — the other characterizations were
also appropriate, maintaining the integrity
of the action. The life that exhibited itself
on the humble stage of a Sunshine hall
demonstrated that a great deal of useless
unhappiness can be avoided when we look
for the real human being, their thoughtful-
ness, their vulnerable delicacy and tender-
ness.

For all the rough play in the action, this
presentation was a gratifying experience. I
do not think I am alone in experiencing
this deep satisfaction, given that a well-




crafted work of art is involved. The exhila-
ration and stimulus, the heightened, clear
depiction of characters and action, are
products of exceptionally good collabora-
tion between writer, director and very en-
gaging actors.

The combination of Dushan Ristevski the
writer and Stefo Nantsou the director and
actor is working better and better magic.
Dushan captures the idiom of the Macedo-
nian psyche its rhythm and stress with
great accuracy — his observation is very
clear-sighted and his deployment and se-
lection of material makes for a compact
drama. Stefo on the other hand not only
displays his usual versatility as actor (he
plays three secondary characters); he has
also been able to utilise this material for the
most subtle effects. His use of first time
actors (especially Irena Veljanova who
plays the demanding role of Altana su-
perbly) is strongly reminiscent of the won-
derful films Pier Paolo Pasolini made in
the 60’s in Italy. The Italian film director
hired actors from different, often humble
walks of life, people who had never acted
— an incredible expression of faith in the
sensitivity and good sense of ordinary peo-
ple. And if we reflect on this notion for a
moment, it becomes clear that most so-
called common people in the world are
uniquely good actors in their daily lives —
one meets with so many people that are
just brilliant actors in a natural, spontane-
ous way.

For all the horrible degradation, the end
result of the play is far from bleak, or no
bleaker than real life for most of us. There
is some sense that human beings (in gen-
eral, if you prefer), are all right, really. And
as for the Macedonians — if they can live
and struggle with their heritage of darkness
and oppression, and get through it, as they
must with the new generations, whether as
a group or as individuals — they should be
accorded every respect and recognition.

ENDNOTES

1. Henry Noel Brailsford, Macedonia:
Its Races and Their Future , Methuen
& Co, (Nabu reprint). I should add
that a psychiatrist, practising in Skop-

je, Dr. Vitomir Micev, wrote a mono-
graph titled Fear, (sub-titled, from the
diary of a psychiatrist, CtpaBor, Hu3
OHEBHUKOM Ha e0eH ncuxujamap)
about thirty years ago in which all the
case studies are analysed from a
Freudian perspective (alas a bit too
crude for my taste on some occa-
sions). He was a specialist on phobias,
clearly the central problem in his clini-
cal work.

2. Kuzman A Shapkarev, Izbrani Dela,
Tom 4, priredil T. Sazdov, Misla,
Skopje 1976.

APPENDIX 1

Hone: Jla e mmarn 100 momapu 1a mu
naner?

Aurrana;(Ce mHenamyBa) A? Ilro, 1o
MH pede?

Jlone: 3amapu He T ce CITyllIa.
Aurana:ITak aemarm?

Jlone: YTpe ,,CCHTpaIMHK® MM TUTaka.
Ke 11 rv1 Bparam.

Anranall mmHaTata Hedena Taka MU
peyc, ama...

Jone: JKumu Majka Ke T TY BpaTaM.
Aurrana:Ilak rv nckorka?

Hone: (Co arpecusHocr) ITo € cera?
TH Kako EneHa ke me rieern?

Aurrana:(Ce kperu nipes ukonara) Terko
mere. Kako nema ['ocrion na me
3eMe M Jla Cce KypTyjam, Ja He
Ie/]aM CPaMOTHIIOLIH.

Hone: Jlocra! He Goromonm kako Hekoja

KaTyr'epKa, TYKY Jiaj TIapH.

Aurrana:(Bagu GankoBHa knuika) EBe
BU/TA, HEMaM HH €JICH JIoJIap... He

MOXXaM HH egHO Kade co
,»PPEHOJTE" 1a ce HarHjaM.
Houe: (Ja rpabHyBa KHUIIIKATA,

TIOTTIeIHYBa M ¥ ja (pra Hazan)
Kane ru motporm? la He umari

Jpyra KHUILKa?

Anrrana:He majue, 1a TIyKHam OBJIE aKko
MIMaM...

Jlone: Ha crap 4oBek He My TpeOaar
Tapy...ke TH 3arvHM. .

Aurrana:Ke ympam 1 ke Hemare mapu a
Me 3akomare. Ke mMu ce cmear
ayfero, a U BaC €O MIPCT Ke Be

TMOK2KyBAar...

[a i yekaj u He ymMHpaj AozeKa
He codepemMe Mapu.

Jone:

Aurrana:IlocneqHIOT onmap T4 1O Ja/ioB
3a KoJata, a THe Iapyu Mu Oea 3a
3akonHuHA. Harmmre, cure nMaar
KyTEeHO MECTO 3a IPpo0, a jac Taka
OCTaHaB...

Hone: He T T1peba 1pod — ke Te

H3ropeMe — Taka € IOCBTUHO...

Aurrana:(Omroopysa co ozaceunocr) He,
toa He! 11ITo cym jac, kyde?

Jone: Amm cakar 1pBjara jia Te jamar?

Airana:Cpam na ™ e! Te pomuB u
W3pacHaB 31 Baka Ja Me

TIOHIDKYBAII?

Jone: Ce cmeam — ke Te 3aKomame Kako
IIITO CAKAIIL...

Aurrrana:Cakam 1po0 712 MU HarpaBuTe
Kako IITO jac My HarpaBHB Ha
TaTKO TH.

Jone: Tu xako na Hemamn mamer!
Komrramme 20 wijaau monapu.

Aurrana;(Kareropumuku) Muicniam — ieka
3aCITy’KUB 32 TOJIKY.

Hone: Jlobpo ne, moopo. Ke Te craBume
BO HCTHOT IPO0 €O TaTe.

Aurrana:Ayyy! Kako Bo ucrnor? Hukako
co tarko Tu! Jac o/1Baj ce criacuB
OJ1 HETO Ha OBOj CBET, a TH CAKalll
1 Ha TOj CBET Ja CyM CO HETO.

JHone: Okej, OKej, caMo He BUK3j. Jac ke

3C€MaM KpEInT.

Adrana:Jac cu nmaB Iapu 3a TOa amMa Th




Jlone:

caKarlie ia CH KyIHII KOJIa H...

Mu Tpebarrie Kolia 3a Ha pabora.

Anrana:Tpe0artie 1a cu 3eMelll KpeJuT, a

Jone:

HEe jac ma ocraHam 0Oe3 emHa
IICHTA...

Kpemur ve Mu nasaar. Tyky, miro
ce pacrpasaM co Tede... oflaM Jia
Oapam padora (M3nerysa).

Aurrana;/la  Gapamr pabora cera? Bo

nenena? (Ce xperu) [ocmoze!
Jlaj My maMer u 37paBje Ha
JIeTERO...

(3aremHyBam-€ Ha CLICHATA)

APPENDIX 2

Enena:

Jone:

Enena:

Jome:

Enena:

Jleneee Jlowe, mro Hampasu?
3011ITO MU ja UCTYpH MaHuiaTa?

(Orceuno) 3omrro? 3aroa mTo He
yuan! Hu xyde He ja jamn. Ako
HE 3HACIIl J]a TOTBUIIL, HE CH TO
ryOu BpemeTo.

AMM MaHUHTE Ha MajKa TH HE Ce
nono0opu?

Tu Ha Majka MU HE MOXKEL HUTY
Ha MJIMOT TIPCT J1a ¥ ce (aTwIIL
Tpeba na mpusHaem neka 3a
HuIITo He Te oumysa. [Ipocta cu
KaKo IpaB, a €/IcH I'PaB HE 3Haelll
71a 3TOTBUIIL

3Ham, 3HaM JieKa He Me OuyBa.
Tv roTBam, TH YKCTaM, T€ TIEPaAM,
T TIeTVIaM U TIaK 32 HUIIITO HE Me
ouyBa. Jlam cu CBeCeH JieKa ako
MEHE Me HeMa, T Ke CKAITUIIl BO
cMpiea U Ke YMpell 3a jasiere.
He 3naenr HuTy e1eH CeHIBIY Ja
CH Hampasvll. Tu TO cepBUpam
JaZIelEeTo Kako BO PECTOPaH, ama
HUTY Toa He € TH e JoBorHO. Ce
OJTHECYBAIll KAaKO HEOPacCTeHO
nere. (I'o mvutupa) ,,Enena kane
MH C€ YOpallWTe... Kaje MH Ce
rakuTe...JOHeCH MU ,,0upa‘“...
JIOHECH MM Bopa...”. Jla He cakarr
Y Ta30T Jia T ro Opwitiam!

Jomne:

Erena:

[omne:

Enena:

Jlone:

Enena:

Jlone:

Enena:

[omne:

Ernena:

Jlone:

Erena:

(CranyBa) [locta! He ckokaj
mHory. IIIto cu ce pasrpakaia
Kako Hekoja crpauka. Jla He
cakall TMaK Ke Te THMKHaM B
Oomumia? ['paraHka Te HarpaBUB
3a Ja MU CKOKarl cera? AKO He
TC W3BANCB OJ CEJIOTO O JIeH
JeHeC Ke jazene TP  CO
CBUIBUTE.

Jlene, majko, Ti Me criacy, a? Jla
HE cakalll cera Ja T BHKaM
Tocnmon. Tu MeHe ako He Me
3eMelIIe JIO JIcH JIeHeC Ke IIeTallie
no kajaHuTe Kako  OHOJ
cmprenunot [ upa.

AKoO He Te 3eMeB, TH Ke MHTAIle
no ymvire. (CenHyBa)

Mope jac ako He OeB, TH CH TOj
KOJ ke muTarie o ymuiu. He cu
CIIOCOOEH e/THa 00MYHA padoTa 1a
cu ja 3aapxwuil. J[o Buepa Majka
TH TE IVelamie, a cera jac.
Hawmecro na Gapam paGora, Tv
JEeKUII OBJE Kako BpeKa Cco
KOMIMpH ¥ 1O Uel JieH
TeJIEBU3Mja IVIEIAI CO MajKa TH.

A t? 3abopaBu Kora cefiere co
TOJIMHU JIOMa M CH TO IIHpEILe
3aJTHHKOT, a jac paboTeB IO JBe
padoru?

AKO TOJKYy MHOTY CH paboTen
TOraI 30IITO OaHKaTa HU ja 3e71e

KyKara?

I1a curypHo ke HM ja 3eMH Kora
T™M II0 01 ACH KHUCHCIICE BO
IIONMHI M CaMO  DIIYHOCTH

KyIyBale.

Taka ma? A 3a0opaBul J1 Kora
MM JaBallie 1o JAecel] J0apyu Ha
neH? HemaB mapu emHo paio
TajKH J1a CH KyTIaM...

Tonky 3acimyxysare.

Ma, jac Tonky, a Tu? Ja mpokorka
Hena Kyka ¥ MU TO TPOKOLKA
YKUBOTOT.

EBe, nmame kyka.

OBa He € Moja KyKa, a He € HU

Jone:

Enena:

Jlone:

Enena:

Jone:

Enena:

JloHe:

Erena:

TBOja...

Torarm oy paboT U Ky CH, a
HE caMo Jia 300pyBalll KOJIKY CH
BpeIiHa U paboTIMBA.

Taka mu O6mto mmrano. Kora i
HE CH CIocoOeH, jac Tpeba ja
OMIaM 1 MaK M JKEHa...

(Cranyga co 3akanyBame) Koj He
e criocoden? Berruiio, co eqHa
TyllaHU[@ K€  JIeTalll  HU3

nipo3opeit!

Aaa, 3HaM, T CH OMNAaceH Max.
Camo egHaIn MaBHM ME U OnMa
Ke BUKHaM Toymimja!

(CemnyBa) 3HaM fe, 3HaM... Toa
CH € 3aKOH Ha ABCTpa/ivja, KPUBU
— TIPaBU KEHHUTE CEKOralll UMaat
TIOBEKE MPABO O] MAYKUTE.

Tokmy Taka. A 3HaEIII JI 3011ITO €
Taka? 3aroa INTO WMa MHOTY
TAKBA MK Kako ITo cu Ti. U
aKo HeMmalle TaKOB 3aKOH, TU
MEHE Ke Me TpeTHpamll Kako
KUBOTHO. (Ja Huma rmasara) Ej,
Eneno, Enono, CO TOIMHH
Tprele  MaTpeTUpame U
JKHMBEeIe BO CTpaB. A 301ro?
(Ce Bptm ko Jlone) Illto i
uMaB 3rpeteHo? Jlamm Hekorai
TH 3IPEIIMB HEIITO WM T
HaBpE/MB 32 JIa Me TPETUPAIII CO
TOJIKaBa OMpa3a U HETIOYNT?

AKO He TH ce Jior1ara, Oy CH.

Jac Ha remam pyr m371e3 071 0BO)
nekon.  Ke Mopam Toa ma ToO
HanpaBaM. Ke cu rm 3emam
Jerata ¥ HeMa Ja He BHJIWII
TIOBEKE.




A Macedonian Food Festival

Visited by our roving photographic journalist, Diane Kitanoski

Ma‘c‘:.edon'la'n Food Festl'v.al‘ m

Sunday 28 October - Commonwealth Reserve, Nelson Place Williamstown - 10 am {ill late

"v I3 g '- " ” VIS THRALIAN
(7= v . w"u WACEDONIAN -,
“S5" GAZOZA www.informatorws [ TO DAY E WEEILY_

Y4ecTso ke 3eMar cneasuTe Apywrsa u oprasusayun: KV Anekcaspap Maxegowsceu tpetr”, MKY/] ,Huona Kapes,
KYQ Mnwspen' KYQ | Bucep™- Uenowr, KY[] Jane Canganckw” Butoncko Apwreo - Anexcanaap TypyHyes”,
Amona Moum( DK Smona Couupnen myﬁ neuupxucap Coumaneu Kny6 KYIl Becenu Mamomm Cl\nuau nau oK

The sun was shining bright when the Macedonian Australian Organisation (MACO) held it’s first and
very successful food festival in Williamstown in October last year. With over 5,000 Macedonians turning
up to taste the traditional food, the demand for kebapi outstripped the supply, but the rakia was plentiful,
and the tasting of various imported beers and wines, was also on offer.

Nationally known musical act the Bumbari band graced the stage amongst many dancing groups includ-
ing Geelong’s group Biser. The crowd’s hearts were singing as everyone joined in to do an “Oro”’, with
many flags proudly flying high towards the end of the day.

It was a showcase of Macedonia’s rich culture with people coming from as far as regional Victoria. It
was a day for young and old. Everywhere you looked it was a sea of red and yellow with people proudly
wearing the Macedonian colours. A wonderful cultural event promoting Macedonian food and its culture
to the next generation of Australian Macedonians.

Text and photos by Diane Kitanoski.
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Radovan Pavlovski, who was born in Southern
Serbia (1937), is one of the finest poets to ever
write in the Macedonian language. His poetry
will, no doubt, continue to be read or recited by
generations of Macedonians to come. It is such a
gift to those who speak the Macedonian lan-

guage.

Radovan Pavlovski might be considered difficult
to understand if one insists on a clear, precise
message from a poem. However, he might be
considered one of the easiest poets to simply ap-
preciate and to enjoy.

Perhaps I can best illustrate my point for the Eng-
lish speaking reader by making reference to the
lyrics of a Bob Dylan song. His lyrics often have
some similar effect on me as those of Radovan
Pavlovski. Take, for example, a lyric like: I ain't
gonna work on Maggie's farm no more. She
hands you a nickel, she hands you a dime, then
she fines you every time you slam the door."

The listener to this song has no idea who Maggie
18, other than the fact that he or she runs a farm
and is not a particularly kind employer. So much
so that the singer vows that he will never work
on her farm ever again. However, the listener
immediately understands and appreciates the
sentiment of the song, that there are petty tyrants
out in the world (a teacher, a drill sergeant, an
employer, etc.) whom one vows never to will-
ingly fall under the power of again. We may not
know the specific details of the story in this song,
but we can readily appreciate the sentiment and
identify emotionally with the singer.

The poet Radovan Pavlovski has a similar effect
on those who listen to his poetry. The elusive
metaphorical language that is so characteristic of
Radovan Pavlovski's poetry touches the listener
in much the same way as Bob Dylan's use of
words. If one cannot say precisely what the poet
meant in a poem, one can almost always appreci-
ate the meaning of the poem on some emotive,
intuitive or instinctive level.

One of my favorite poems by Radovan Pavlov-
ski, translated by the distinguished professor of
Slavic studies and devoted friend of Macedonia,
Reginald de Bray, in a book entitled Road fo the
Mountains, Leros Press, Canberra, 1985, is enti-
tled simply Angel. "Part 1 of this poem reads as
follows:

The Poetry of Radovan Pavlovski

ANGEL

1.
The stars of the dead give forth their light
Such brightness from all sides
that one's eyes ache at the sight
and there is no shade for rest or sleep. Women,
mothers, children, old men, young boys and girls
with padlocks and keys hitched to their belts
climb up the mountain
walk across the sky and call to their Angel
and he responds and opens their eyes:
The star of our people rises
and from joy I feel I must clap with my hand
on stones, on my knees, and my heart
is full of tenderness and the mountains tremble
from the beauty. For our Lineage the Angel has been
the seed and flame for a thousand years;
In a small temple he leaves a sign.
Whether you come from wars,
or seek healing in freedom
or perhaps you no longer have any parents,
brother Angel, come with me, sharpen my sight,
if pain torments you, move a mountain
and be again
the visible fruit of an invisible power.




Amdren

1.
M3rpeBaar v SBe3MTE HA YMPEHUTE
ToJky cBeTIMHA 0]] CUTE CTPaH!
KOr'a O] BUJIJIMBOCT O4H OoJar
a HeMa HU CeHKa 3a OJMOp 1 COH JKeHn
MajKH JIelia CTapI MOMUHELA U IEBOJKU
CO KaTaHIM ¥ KITy9IeBH 3aJICHATH 32 TI0jac
Ce MCKavyBaar Ha IUIaHUHA TOpe
T10 HEOO YEKOpaT ¥ IO JIOBUKYBAaT AHTeEJIOT CBOJ
aTOj Ce OZISMBA OJIBP3YBa OUH:
Wsrpepa sBe3zata Ha HApOIOT
a MEHHU MU J1oara OJ1 paJocT Jia TPECHaM CO JJIaHKa
T0 KaMeHba T10 KOJIeHa J]a MU CE OTBOPH
HEXXHO CpIIe, INIAHUHUTE J1a 3aTperiepar
on yoasunaa On Hamma Jloza 6un AHresnor
Ha WJTjaJ1a TOIMHU CEME U TUTaMEH,
BO MaJI XpaM TOj OCTaBa HUILIAH.
Opn BojHUM JI JT0ararI,
BO CJT000TIAITM Oapaltl Jiek
WM TH BeKe HEMAIIl POJIUTEITH,
Amnrey Opare, 1ojI1 CO MEHe, U30CTPH BUI,
aKo Te M3MauyBa 00J1, TOMECTH TJIaHUHA
Y IIaK Omau
Ha HEBHJIJIMBA CHJIA BUJIHB TUIO],

There, no doubt, could be other interpretations of this po-
em, but I see the poet, above all, evoking the memory of
those who struggled and died to realize the dream of an
independent Macedonian nation state. 7he star of our peo-
ple rises, "writes the poet. And as he celebrates those who
died for the good of us all, as he declares them to be our
Angels, he calls for their help to give us strength to endure
the hardship that is the lot of those who would sustain the
Macedonian name, identity and state in an all too often
hostile world: the Angel has been the seed and flame for a
thousand years."

The best poetry manages to somehow give expression to
that which 1s difficult to find words for. In this case, the joy
of a people at the realization, after so much time and so
much suffering, of a common dream of freedom of expres-
sion and self-determination. And what better word can
there possibly be to describe those who suffered and died
for the sake of their people than to name them our angels.

Dr. Michael Seraphinoff

Dr. Michael Seraphioff




In respectful recognition of the importance of the partition of Macedonia in 1913, the AMHRC is planning a
series of manifestations to mark the passing of one hundred years since that fateful event. Among the most
prominent of these is the following:

The Partition of Macedonia and the Balkan Wars of 1912-13
4-6 September 2013 e Melbourne, Australia

The Australian Macedonian Human Rights Committee (AMHRC) in cooperation with Monash University

An international scholarly conference

The year 2013 marks the 100™ anniversary of the end of the second Balkan War. As a result of this war, a region
of the Ottoman Empire known as Macedonia was divided and annexed by Greece, Serbia and Bulgaria. This was
sanctioned by the signing of the Treaty of Bucharest on the 10™ of August 1913. In the context of Macedonia’s
highly contested modern history and the current topicality of the Republic of Macedonia’s international recogni-
tion, this multidisciplinary conference will aim to make a substantial contribution to an understanding of this im-
portant aspect of modern Macedonian history. The conference will attempt a historical survey of the context and
the effects, both short and long term, of the partition of Macedonia on the inhabitants of Macedonia, from a variety
of perspectives, especially linguistic, sociological, anthropological and political.

Some of the speakers who will be in attendance and their topics:

. Professor Andrew Rossos, University of Toronto:
The Balkan Wars (1912—13) and the Partition of Macedonia: A Historical Perspective

. Professor Victor Friedman, University of Chicago:
The effects of Partition on the languages spoken in Macedonia

. Professor Katerina Kolozova, American University College Skopje:
History as Contingency and as the Real of a National Identity

. Professor Keith Brown, Watson Institute, Brown University:
How Trauma Travels

. Professor Peter Hill, University of Hamburg:
The Partition in relation to the later Codification of the Macedonian Language

. Professor Loring Danforth, Bates College:
From the Partition of Macedonia to the Creation of the Transborder Prespa Park

. Professor Christina Kramer, University of Toronto:
Partitioning Language Policy and Status Planning in Macedonia

To be followed by presentations from six more academics specialising in Macedonian Studies.

The conference will end with the 30™ Annual AMHRC Dinner on Saturday the 7™ of September 2013, at
which members of the Macedonian community will be able to interact with the conference speakers.

It is envisaged that a book containing the papers presented at the conference will be published for distribu-
tion to tertiary libraries.

Other announcements to be made over the coming weeks and months.




IPABHHTE MEXAHH3MH BO OBE/THHETHTE HAIIHH
3A BPAKAFLE/YITOTPEBA HA HMETO - PEITYBJ/THKA
MAKEJIOHHJA

Dr Janko Bachev’s Mace-
donia and Greece — Battle
for the Name is a valuable
and appealing book that
adds to the existing dis-
course around the interna-
tional community’s so-
called ‘name issue’, in
which the Republic of
Macedonia finds itself in a
perpetual discussion/
negotiation over the right to
use its democratically cho-
sen name. The substantive
content of the book repre-
sents Dr Bachev’s doctoral
dissertation, awarded from
the School of Law
‘Justinian I" Skopje. The
primary focus of Dr
Bachev’s book is stated as
being the processes and the

legal mechanisms in the
United Nations that are
available to the Republic of
Macedonia to initiate action
for “returning/usage of its
constitutional name in the
UN’. However, to the re-
viewer, the book is less
about the standards and au-
thority to be found in sub-
stantive international law
and the associated proce-
dural and legal mecha-
nisms, although Dr Bachev
does a very good job outlin-
ing these, rather the book
seems to be more a reflec-
tion on the growing frustra-
tion and disappointment
with Macedonia’s interna-
tional status and especially
its treatment by the interna-

' Book Review:
| Macedonia and Greece — Battle

for the Name:

tional community relative
to other states. Significant-
ly, this feeling is being ex-
pressed here by an “insider’;
that 1s from somebody that
not only resides within the
Republic of Macedonia, but
has been part of and
worked within the internal

state structures.
The difficulty of Dr
Bachev’s intellectual task is

notable, requiring the piec-
ing together of various are-
as of intemational law and
practice, international pro-
cedural and legal processes
and reconciling sensitive
international politics.
Whilst none of these things
are a mystery in them-

Legal Mechanisms in the
United Nations for return/use
of the name — Republic of
Macedonia by Janko Bachev

Article by Dr. Vasko Nastevski

selves, prosecuting a case
that seeks the “remrning/
usage of [Macedonia’s]
constitutional name in the
UN” firstly requires undo-
ing existing legal agree-
ments and other interna-
tional legal instruments be-
fore one can make the case.
Dr Bachev makes a valiant
attempt in this regard, most-
ly through a positivist anal-
ysis of the existing state of
international law. The self-
acknowledged motivation
behind Dr Bachev’s work
is twofold: firstly through
patriotic duty given the is-
sue is of the highest nation-
al interest and secondly, an
intellectual contribution to
an area that has not been the




subject of much deep anal-
ysis, at least within the Re-
public of Macedonia.

The book is written in Mac-
edonian, so I feel that a cou-
ple of qualifications are
necessary. Firstly, every
effort has been made to
translate the arguments and
positions articulated in the
book in their original con-
text as accurately as possi-
ble. Of course any errors in
this regard remain with the
author of the review. Sec-
ondly, it should be under-
stood that not all of the nu-
ances and complexities in
the arguments promulgated
by Dr Bachev are likely to
be captured in such a short
review.

The Book

The book has four main
chapters. The first three
chapters rehearse the recent
historical machinations
from the declaration of in-
dependence of the Republic
of Macedonia in 1991 to
the formal ‘name dispute’
and the United Nations.
This background and his-
torical context forms a very
useful prelude to the book’s
ultimate purpose of investi-
gating the wvarious legal
mechanisms ~ within  the
United Nations for chal-
lenging Macedonia’s exist-
ing status. Dr Bachev, at
times, also provides some
detailed and intriguing ac-
counts of various manoeuv-
rings by state institutions,
international and regional
organisations and certain
individual actors through

the many stages of Mace-
donia’s quest for recogni-
tion under its self chosen
name. Nevertheless, for
readers wishing to engage
the stated purpose of the
book, it is not till chapter
four that the book comes
into its own.

Here, the book is neatly
sequenced. It begins with a
discussion about whether
the so-called name issue is
best approached as one be-
ing purely legal in nature or
one that has a political char-
acter. Dr Bachev asserts
that Macedonia’s prefer-
ence to date to follow a po-
litical/diplomatic course has
proven ineffective. Moreo-
ver, he suggests that contin-
uing down this path will not
result in an acceptable out-
come for either side, least
of all for Macedonia. The
implication seems to be that
both states’ essential inter-
ests cannot be reconciled
through political and diplo-
matic means. Dr Bachev
does not hesitate to outline
that for Greece, this ulti-
mately means denial of a
Macedonian identity, and
conversely for Macedonia
it means defence of its
name and identity. A politi-
cal outcome is only possi-
ble if one of the parties to
the ‘dispute’ withdraws
from their fundamental po-
sition. The implication be-
ing that this is unlikely giv-
en that it would represent
complete defeat of one side.

Although not obvious,
from here Dr Bachev’s ar-
gument seems to follow a

position that a dispassionate
formulaic legal approach to
the ‘name issue’ can avoid
‘winners and losers’ in a
political context and the
inevitable emotional politi-
cal confrontations between
the two countries. Accord-
ingly, Dr Bacheyv states that
the Republic of Macedonia
needs to overtumn its current
policy of pursuing a politi-
cal/diplomatic  approach
and tumn to available legal
mechanisms. Without yet
analysing Dr Bachev’s pre-
ferred approach, purely
from a lawyer’s perspec-
tive, it is of course a sensi-
ble course to take. But it is
difficult to accept that legal
proceedings  themselves,
particularly in an interna-
tional context, will remove
political sensitivities given
that international legal pro-
ceedings are in themselves
the result of strategic politi-
cal calculations.

Nevertheless, Dr Bachev
then tackles perhaps the
most important part of his
task, the possible procedur-
al limitations present to pur-
suing legal mechanisms.
These include Security
Council Resolution 817 in
which Macedonia gained
membership to the United
Nations under the
‘provisional’ reference “the
Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia” and the In-
terim Accord entered into
by the Republic of Mace-
donia and the Hellenic Re-
public, which engaged both
sides in the so-called ‘name
negotiations’. Dr Bachev
declares that the nature of

these two  instruments
themselves represents a
breach of international law
and that their inherent invi-
tation to reach a ‘solution’
over the name of an inde-
pendent and sovereign
country, in the circumstanc-
es, 1s yet a further violation
of international law. Indeed,
he argues that these two
very instruments can form
part of the evidence and
argumentation in any legal
proceedings. Dr Bachev
presents his own innovative
legal reasoning with a view
to annul any procedural
significance that might be
given to Security Council
Resolution 817 and the In-
terim Accord. It is this legal
reasoning that offers the
most interesting reading in
the book and is therefore
worth summarising.

Security Council Resolu-
tion 817

Dr Bachev submits that the
Republic of Macedonia
should publically state that
accepting Resolution 817
does not at the same time
mean that the Republic of
Macedonia has undertaken
binding obligations to reach
an ultimate conclusion to
the so-called ‘name issue’.
Indeed, Dr Bachev argues
that through a purely tech-
nical/legal perspective the
only obligation that exists
for both sides is that both
sides should enter into and
conduct discussions in rela-
tion to the differences over
the name. In other words,
the  Security  Council,
through Resolution 817 is
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merely providing the basis
for a resolution, but no
binding obligation to actu-
ally reach a final agreement
over the name. In doing so,
Resolution 817 neither pre-
vents the Republic of Mac-
edonia from wusing the
name chosen by its people.

Secondly, the Republic of
Macedonia should publi-
cally declare that under in-
ternational law it has a right
to choose its own name and
that it will never accept the
‘provisional’ reference ““the
Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia” to be its
name. Thirdly, it should be
made clear that the Repub-
lic of Macedonia’s mem-
bership in the United Na-
tions is a definite fact and
cannot be re-opened. The
‘provisional’ reference can-
not be made a condition for
such membership. Indeed,
Resolution 817 makes it
clear that the Republic of
Macedonia has fulfilled
“the criteria for member-
ship in the United Nations
laid down in Article 4 of the
Charter”. Whilst Resolu-
tion 817 recommends use
of the ‘provisional’ refer-
ence, at the same time it
does not prevent the Re-
public of Macedonia using
its constitutional name,
which is evidenced by the
fact that it has entered into
diplomatic relations with
over 130 countries as such.

Fourthly, the Republic of
Macedonia should recall
Opinion 6 of the Badinter
Arbitration Commussion of
11 January 1992, in which

the Commussion takes the
view that the use of the
name “Macedonia” cannot
imply territorial ~ claims
against another state given
that the Republic of Mace-
donia has renounced such
claims. Fifthly, it should be
understood that Resolution
817 1s itself'a document that
has temporary import for
which its significance has
passed. The two decades of
negotiations/discussions
has not resulted in any
agreement and neither is
there any such agreement
on the horizon. Therefore,
the indefinite use of a
‘provisional’ name is simp-
ly not reconcilable with any
legal thinking or human
logic. Twenty years is more
than a reasonable period of
time to try and reach an
agreement and the failure to
do so suggests that it is
simply not possible. All of
this indicates that whatever
obligation Macedonia may
have had to negotiate over
its name stemming from
Resolution 817 is now at an
end as any legitimate basis
that Resolution 817 might
have had has surely been
exhausted.

Interim Accord

Before delving into his rea-
soning against the Interim
Accord, Dr Bachev takes
the opportunity to firstly
point out that ratification of
the Interim Accord by the
Macedonian Parliament is
arguably inconsistent with
the constitution of the Re-
public of Macedonia.
Based on a Macedonian

language version of the In-
terim Accord, ratification
was for an Interim
“understanding” and not
necessarily an Interim
“accord” and secondly,
referring to the Republic of
Macedonia in the Interim
Accord as the “Party of the
Second Part’ gives the im-
pression that the contracting
party is a private party and
not the sovereign and inde-
pendent country of the Re-
public of Macedonia, as a
subject under international
law and as is conceived
within the Macedonian
constitution. Further, the
legally correct appellation
recognised under the con-
stitution is that of the
‘Republic of Macedonia’.
Accordingly, formal legal
instruments in which the
Republic of Macedonia
enters into must contain the
correct appellation. Even
more interestingly, Dr
Bachev suggests that dur-
ing the international legal
proceedings in which the
Republic of Macedonia
brought the Hellenic Re-
public before the Interna-
tional Court of Justice for
breach of the Interim Ac-
cord, the revelation that
Greece itself had not actual-
ly ratified the Interim Ac-
cord is probably due to sim-
ilar restrictions in the Greek
constitution; that is Greece
being referred to as the
“Party of the First Par’ in
the Interim Accord.

In any event, Dr Bachev
then proceeds to make the
case against any possible
procedural limitations from

taking international legal
action due to the existence
of the Interim Accord. He
rightfully argues that the
very basis of the Interim
Accord, in which it engages
both parties in negotiations
over the so-called ‘name
issue’ remains inconsistent
with the general thrust of
international law and the
purposes and rules of the
United Nations itself. De-
spite this, the Republic of
Macedonia entered into the
Interim Accord in good
faith and in full observance
of its requirements. Not-
withstanding this, following
all reasonable attempts to
resolve the so-called ‘name
dispute’, after seventeen
years there seems no pro-
spects that a resolution will
be found. Moreover, given
that the Republic of Mace-
donia is to seek full use of
its self chosen name within
the United Nations any on-
going ‘negotiations’ serve
no perceivable objective.

Accordingly, Dr Bachev
appends his case by refer-
ence to Article 5(2) of the
Interim Accord in which
each party not only
“reserve all of [their] rights
consistent with the specific
obligations undertaken in
[the] Interim Accord”’, but
“to carry out normal trade
and commerce between
them in a manner
consistent  with  their
respective  positions  in
regard to the name of the
Party to the Second Part
[Macedonia]. The Parties
shall  take  practical
measures so that the




difference about the name
of the Party to the Second
Part [Macedonia] will not
obstruct or interfere with
normal trade and
commerce between the
Party of the Second Part
[Macedonia] and  third
parties”. Dr Bachev inter-
prets this as meaning that
nobody, not even the Unit-
ed Nations can prescribe a
different name for the
“Party to the Second
Part’ [Macedonia] and that
equally nobody can compel
the “Party of the First
Part” [Greece] to accept
that name.

In the altemative, Dr
Bachev reminds his readers
that under Article 23(2), the
“Interim  Accord  shall
remain in force until
superseded by a definitive
agreement, provided that
after seven years either
Party may withdraw from
this Interim Accord by a
written notice, which shall
take effect 12 months after
its delivery to the other
Party”. Dr Bachev asserts
that based on this clause,
the Interim Accord argua-
bly technically elapsed in
2002, but because neither
side has formally with-
drawn their participation it
continues to remain valid.
Nonetheless, it is open to
the Republic of Macedonia
to invoke Article 23(2)
based on the fact that it has
technically elapsed, in do-
ing so the Republic of
Macedonia can make a uni-
lateral announcement that
the Interim Accord is effec-
tively null and void, con-

sistent with Article 53 of
the Vienna Convention on

the Law of Treaties, which
states that:

A treaty is void if, at the
time of its conclusion, it

conflicts with a
peremptory norm  of
general  international

law. For the purposes of
the present Convention, a
peremptory norm  of
general international law
is a norm accepted and
recognized by  the
international community
of States as a whole as a
norm from which no
derogation is permitted
and which can  be
modified only by a
subsequent norm  of
general international law
having the  same
character.

Moreover, Article 103 of
the Charter of the United
Nations states that “[i/n the
event of a conflict between
the obligations of the
Members of the United
Nations under the present
Charter and their
obligations under any other
international  agreement,
their obligations under the
present  Charter  shall
prevail’. Accordingly, Dr
Bachev argues that based
on general international law
and the law of the United
Nations, the Republic of
Macedonia has a right to
use a name of its own
choosing and therefore it
cannot be consistent with
these rights and at the same
time ‘negotiate’ its name.

Dr Bachev then appears to
go off on an interesting tan-
gent from his legal reason-
ing and provides a brief
criticism of Macedonia’s
initial rush to entertain and
engage in processes that
saw it relinquishing its orig-
mmal national flag, make
amendments to its constitu-
tion to effectively withdraw
any interest to the Macedo-
nian minority in Greece
(despite that the Greek con-
stitution promotes Greek
interest in Greek minorities
outside of Greece), to all
but abandon the historical
argument to Greece and to
hastily accept the use of the
‘provisional’ reference “‘the
Former Yugoslav Republic
of Macedonia”. He affords
a lot of the blame to the
foreign and diplomatic
corps of the Republic of
Macedonia at the time and
especially the insufficient
expertise in international
law and practice. In a sense,
and as mentioned at the
outset, it seems to the re-
viewer that this short di-
gression reflects the larger
frustration and disappoint-
ment of the position in
which the Republic of
Macedonia finds itself. The
reader should expect such
parenthesis frequently
throughout the book, but
far from being distracting
(unless you are a lawyer
hell bent on pure legal rea-
soning!), it provides an in-
teresting supplement to the
book’s central purpose.

Finally, in returning to his
legal reasoning, Dr Bachev
highlights directly the clear

contradiction inherent with-
in the Interim Accord itself.
By this stage it seems to be
an obvious point, perhaps
more so because he alludes
to it throughout his book,
but even this does not de-
tract from its damning con-
clusion. Dr Bachev firstly
points to Article 5(1),
which neatly encapsulates
the whole purpose of the
Interim Accord in which
the “parties agree to con-
tinue negotiations ... with a
view to reaching agree-
ment on the difference[s]”
that have arisen over the
name. He then points out to
the Preamble of the Interim
Accord and especially Arti-
cle 9, which states:

In the conduct of their
affairs the Parties shall
be guided by the spirit
and  principles  of
democracy,

fundamental freedoms,
respect for human rights
and dignity, and the rule
of law, in accordance
with the Charter of the
United _ Nations, the
Universal _Declaration
of Human Rights, the
European _ Convention
for the Protection of
Human Rights and Fun-
damental Freedoms, the
International  Conven-
tion_on_the Elimination
of all Forms of Racial
Discrimination the
Convention _on___the
Rights of the Child, the
Helsinki Final Act, the
document  of  the
Copenhagen Meeting of
the Conference on the
Human Dimension of
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the  Conference on
Security and
Cooperation in Europe
and the Charter of Paris
for a New Europe.

As Dr Bachev asserts, it 1s
these very interational in-
struments that maintain in-
ternational legal obligations
such as the right to self de-
termination, the equality of
sovereign states, the right of
a state to be in charge of its
own jurisdiction, the non-
interference in a states’ do-
mestic affairs and so on.
The above rights, as ex-
pressed within the interna-
tional instruments men-
tioned, upon a closer analy-
sis fundamentally provide
that the name of a state is
exclusively an internal
question for the state itself
and one that cannot be sub-
ject to ‘negotiation’ with
any other party.

Legal Mechanisms

The book then moves to its
inevitable finale methodi-
cally outlining the four pos-
sible legal mechanisms in
the United Nations availa-
ble to the Republic of Mac-
edonia for “returning/usage
of its constitutional name in
the UN”. These include the
Secretariat of the United
Nations, the Security Coun-
cil, the General Assembly
and the International Court
of Justice. From a practical
perspective, Dr Bachev
adds that ultimately the
choice of which legal path
to take should be as a result
of strategic political calcu-
lations on behalf of the au-

thorities in the Republic of
Macedonia. Moreover, any
such course should firstly
secure wider consensus
within the political system
and political subjects of the
Republic of Macedonia as
a question that involves the
highest national interest.
One gets the sense that
these practical points are
made by Dr Bachev as a
way to lead into heavy criti-
cism of past failures by pre-
vious authorities. Whilst
read objectively such cri-
tique can be constructive,
on occasions it does appear
as if Dr Bachev is merely
using the opportunity to
make domestic political
points against the existing
political structures in the
country. To a reader with
some knowledge of the
politics within the Republic
of Macedonia, despite be-
ing reasonable criticism, it
can distract from the main
purposes of the book.

Dr Bachev spends a bit of
time going though the like-
ly processes necessary in
his four options. Without
reciting all of the details
here, in summary, regard-
ing the Secretariat of the
United Nations, the Repub-
lic of Macedonia would
simply formally notify the
General-Secretary that the
Republic of Macedonia
will request that henceforth
within the United Nations
that it be referred to by its
self chosen name. Dr
Bachev does not ignore the
likely reactions to this, from
the possibility that the Sec-
retary-General may prevar-

icate and hold Macedonia’s
notification in abeyance,
the inevitable reaction by
Greece and even the possi-
bility that such a
“provocative” action may
leave the General Assem-
bly apprehensive. For these
and other reasons, Dr
Bachev does not recom-
mend this option.

Regarding the Security
Council option, Dr Bachev
firstly runs through the vari-
ous ways in which the
question of the name of the
Republic of Macedonia can
find its way before the Se-
curity Council. This can
happen via the Secretary-
General or the General As-
sembly, in which a request
is made regarding Macedo-
nia’s membership within
the United Nations, or alter-
natively if one of these or-
gans believes that the issue
is likely to endanger inter-
national peace and security.
By Article 35(1) of the
Charter of the United Na-
tions, the Republic of Mac-
edonia, or any other mem-
ber may bring any dispute
to the attention of the Secu-
rity Council. Dr Bachev
examines the possible is-
sues that the Security
Council may take into con-
sideration once the matter is
before it, but this remains
largely speculative. Dr
Bachev then notes that
once the issue is before the
Security Council, it essen-
tially removes any possibil-
ity of the General Assem-
bly making its own recom-
mendations and leaves the
matter to the absolute dis-

cretion of the Security
Council. In doing so, Dr
Bachev again speculates
that this can only result in
the Security Council mak-
ing political/diplomatic rec-
ommendations. This of
course will defeat the pur-
pose of seeking a legal out-
come. Further, a hearing
before the Security Council
nvites concentrated lobby-
ing behind the scenes to try
and gamer the votes of the
members of the Security
Council, which itself di-
minishes any so-called le-
gal process. For these rea-
sons, Dr Bachev does not
recommend this option ei-
ther.

The next organ considered
is that of the General As-
sembly. Here the Republic
of Macedonia will simply
request that the General
Assembly place on its
agenda for one of its plena-
ry sessions the request that
the Republic of Macedonia
be able to use the name the
‘Republic of Macedonia’
within the framework of
the United Nations. Dr
Bachev highlights that ar-
gumentation will need to be
led by Macedonia both re-
garding procedural and le-
gal matters, which will no
doubt illicit strong reactions
by Greece and even at-
tempts to obstruct the
whole process. Assuming
Greece 1s not successful in
scuttling the process, the
question should ultimately
come down to a vote in the
General Assembly. Whilst
there will be a need to un-
dertake serious lobbying
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and possibly see off other
procedural committee stag-
es, Dr Bachev asserts that
an intelligent campaign by
the Republic of Macedonia
should ensure that it
achieves majority support,
not least of all from mem-
ber countries that have al-
ready recognised the Re-
public of Macedonia in bi-
lateral relations under its
constitutional name. Ac-
cordingly, Dr Bachev rec-
ommends this option be
pursued.

Finally, Dr Bachev outlines
the process in which the
International Court of Jus-
tice (ICJ) may play a role.
By Atticle 96 of the Char-
ter of the United Nations
either the Security Council
or the General Assembly
may request the ICJ to give
an advisory opinion on any
legal question. Dr Bachev
suggests that the more like-
ly scenario is that the Gen-
eral Assembly makes the
request given historical
preferences that such mat-
ters are referred following
resolutions by the General
Assembly.  Again, Dr
Bachev does not ignore that
the Republic of Macedonia
will need to lobby hard to
get such a resolution. Fur-
ther, once before the ICJ,
Dr Bachev does express
some cynicism that the
judges of the ICJ may not
always be immune from
political influences, espe-
cially when it concems the
interests of the large pow-
ers. He points to the
“debacle’” over the advisory
opinion sought over Koso-

vo’s unilateral declaration
of  independence. Dr
Bachev questions the mer-
its behind the ICJ’s opinion
in which they stated that
Kosovo’s actions were not
mconsistent with interna-
tional law or at least inter-
national law did not prevent
such actions.

Nevertheless, Dr Bachev
still recommends the ICJ as
a reasonable option for the
Republic of Macedonia for
various reasons. Firstly,
given the length of time of
the current ‘negotiations’
and the almost non-existent
prospects that a ‘solution’
will be found through the
existing processes, for the
General Assembly seeking
an ICJ opinion perhaps of-
fers the best hope of con-
cluding the so-called ‘name
issue’.  Secondly, Dr
Bachev optimistically
reaches the conclusion that
the Republic of Macedo-
nia’s prospects for success
before the ICJ are very
good based on international
law. This being so, he con-
siders that the ICJ will have
little option but to find in
favour of Macedonia. Also,
unlike the Kosovo case,
there does not seem to be
much international pressure
to influence the outcome in
the ICJ based on political
considerations, or at least
against Macedonia, which
is evidenced by the fact that
the Republic of Macedonia
was successful in its recent
case before the ICJ arguing
that Greece had breached
the terms of the Interim Ac-
cord. Thirdly, there 1is

strong precedence stem-
ming from the ICJ that
clearly points to a decision
in favour of Macedonia. Dr
Bachev here points to an
ICJ advisory opinion of
1948 in which it states that
there should be no condi-
tions extraneous placed on
applicant  countries ~ for
membership in the United
Nations outside of Article 4
of the Charter of the United
Nations. Dr Bachev recom-
mends this option.

Brief Comment

Dr Bachev has provided us
with a worthwhile contribu-
tion to the conversation on
the right of the Republic of
Macedonia to use its self
chosen name. The underly-
ing assumption in his work
however is that a ‘name
issue’ exists and that the
best way to confront it,
from the perspective of the
Republic of Macedonia is
to treat it as a purely legal
question. Firstly, whilst the
‘legal’ case for Macedonia
1s strong, even a most com-
prehensive legal victory
will not resolve the so-
called ‘name issue’. It is
difficult to imagine Greece
simply accepting any such
legal outcome and as is
proven time again, there is
very little international en-
forcement of international
law, least of all against
Greece. Greece has been
acting outside such legal
frameworks for decades
with its consistent human
rights violations against the
Macedonian minority. As I
have written previously,

neither will an international
legal answer such as the
one recommended in this
book result in a resolution
of the so-called ‘name is-
sue’ in its totality. This may
cause a victory within the
framework of the United
Nations, but it will not dis-
suade Greece from pursu-
ing any and all methods to
interrupt the Republic of
Macedonia’s status else-
where. As Dr Bachev him-
self 1identifies, Greece’s
fundamental position from
which it cannot withdraw
politically, let alone psy-
chologically, is to deny the
existence of the Macedoni-
an people. The existence of
a country that declares its
independent legal personal-
ity as the Republic of Mac-
edonia, representing as it
does the reality of a Mace-
donian identity, is the very
antithesis of the current
Greek State. So the ques-
tion that remains unan-
swered is: international le-
gal proceedings to what
end? Why would the Re-
public of Macedonia put
itself through such anxious
moments? Why should it?
Is this not really an ‘issue’
for Greece?

Certainly, for the purposes
of international justice, the
challenge is not simply to
appreciate the competen-
cies and relational context
of the various international
legal structures and pro-
cesses, but also the moral
and conceptual location of
the issue which mevitably
pre-empts any practical le-
gal response. To this effect,
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contemplating a purely le-
gal response seems limit-
ing. Whilst we need to ac-
cept that Dr Bachev’s clear-
ly stated aim is to highlight
the legal mechanisms avail-
able to the Republic of
Macedonia for return and
use of its constitutional
name in the United Na-
tions, his book does howev-
er indirectly make a very
strong moral claim on be-
half of the Republic of
Macedonia. This may leave
some readers wondering
why a laborious legal pro-
cess 1s necessary given the
clear moral position of the
Republic of Macedonia.

Dr Bachev’s book should
give the reader the real im-
pression that the issues be-
ing confronted by the Re-
public of Macedonia seem
to be of their own doing.
Not only from the fact that
it was poor political judg-
ment and decisions that led
the Republic of Macedonia
into its current status, but
even worse, seemingly the
most difficult and complex
legal arguments for it to
make now (assuming we
follow Dr Bachev’s legal
approach) lies in the fact
that the Republic of Mace-
donia continues to entertain
‘negotiation’ and
‘discussion’ over its name.
To turn to Dr Bachev’s the-
sis again, it would seem
that in the first instance, the
real decision to be made is
one of a purely political
character. In other words,
withdrawing from the Inter-
im Accord is in substance a
political question. Further,

as offered in a previous arti-
cle published in Issue 12,
following this, the Republic
of Macedonia can then
“provide notice to the Unit-
ed Nations and other inter-
national and regional bod-
ies that it will henceforth be
exercising its independent
legal personality under an
identity of its own choos-
ing”. Once this step is tak-
en, the question then is
what value is there in get-
ting bogged down in diffi-
cult legal proceedings
where a risk always re-
mains of losing?

Dr Bachev’s genuine desire
to disentangle the Republic
of Macedonia from its cur-
rent status is more than
commendable. In doing so
he presents both mnovative
legal reasoning and a more
than useful exposition of
the various legal processes
and mechanisms in the
United Nations. To this ex-
tent, his book is a signifi-
cant contribution to this
unresolved discussion and
one that will perhaps have
greater impact within the
Republic of Macedonia
than elsewhere.

Dr. Vasko Nastevski —
Executive member of the
AMHRC.

Dr. Vasko Nastevski
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Website www.macedoniansinalbania.org
EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE—RAINBOW
Address Stephanou Dragoumi 11
PO Box 51,53100 Florina/Lerin,
Greece
Telephone +30 23850 46548
EUROPEAN FREE ALLIANCE Email vinozito@otenet.gr or
RATHOOW rainbow@yvinozito.gr
Website WWW.vinozito.gr
T T OMO ILINDEN PIRIN
Address Bulgaria, Blagoevgrad 2700
Zk “Elenovo’ bl 6 v. Bar. 6
pk. Mechkaroovi
Email omo_ilinden_pirin@yahoo.com
‘Website www.omoilindenpirin.org

MACEDONIAN SOCIETY “ILINDEN” TIRANA
‘A Macedonian cultural association in Tirana, Albania

‘Website www.ilinden-tirana.com
NOVAZORA

A pro-Macedoniannewspaper based in Aegean Macedonia, Greece, edited by Dimitri Jovanov and
with a printed circulation of 20,000 copies per month

Website novazora.gr

NARODNA VOLJA
A Pro-Macedonian newspaper based in Pirin Macedonia, Bulgaria, edited by Jan Pirinski and Stojko
Stojkov. The first edition was published in 1980

Website www.narodnavolja.com

TEAM MEMBERS

MHRMI

Jovan Drenoski, Treasurer

Michael Georgiev, Marketing

Donna Gulcev

Tomislav Jakovleski

Velibor Jakovleski

Slavko Mangovski, International Coordinator
Jimmy Mihajlov

Tonia Miovska, International Coordinator
Bill Nicholov, President

Lazo Ognenov

Andy Plukov

Mark Opashinov, Secretary

Bill Pavlovski, Public Relations

Liljana Ristova

Silvana Talevska

Luby Vidinovski, Vice President

AMHRC

Chris Angelkov, Perth Representative

Gligor Apoleski, Sydney Representative

Ljubica Durlovska, Review Production Designer/Assistant Editor
Tase Filipov, Treasurer

Ivan Hristovski, New York Correspondent/Representative

Jason Kambovski, Communications Advisor/Executive Member
Sasha Nackovski, Political Liaison Officer

Dr. Vasko Nastevski, Secretary/Executive Member

Daniel Nikoloski , Adelaide Representative/Online Management
Lisa Penova, Adelaide Representative/Online Management

Dr Chris Popov, Media Liaison/Executive Member

Michael Radin, Adelaide Representative

Peter Sarbinov, Deputy Secretary

Vasko Tanevski, Adelaide Representative

Chris Terpos, Marketing Manager

Jim Thomev, Columnist for MHR Review

John Tsiglev, Members’ Representative

David Vitkov, International Co-Ordinator/Executive Member
George Vlahov, Editor MHR Review/Executive Member

Special Thanks to Con Christov for his technical assistance
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